Tafsir Ibn Kathi 
Gaia ash AA yl Till 
Thisis the. Book in itis guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear Ala 
Al-Kahf 


Revealed in Makkah 


What has been mentioned about the Virtues of this Surah and 


the first and last ten Ayat, which provide protection from the 





Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Bara' said: 


"A man recited Al-Kahf and there was an animal in the 
house which began acting in a nervous manner. He 
looked, and saw a fog or cloud overhead. He mentioned 
this to the Prophet, who said: 


OF MU E58) ol all Sie U8 AS UH 8 


Keep on reciting so and so, for this is the tranquility 
which descends when one reads Qur'an or because of 
reading Qur'an; 


This was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. 


This man who recited it was Usayd bin Al-Hudayr, as we 
have previously mentioned in our Tafsir of Surah Al- 
Baqarah. 


Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Ad-Darda’ that the Prophet 
said: 


AW Cys anne 2ST 57 gt So} Gye GUI iie Tse (ys 
Whoever memorizes ten Ayat from the beginning of 
Surah Al-Kahf will be protected from the Dajjal. 


This was also recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’i 
and At-Tirmidhi. 


According to the version recorded by At-Tirmidhi, 

SD J be G GG Bia ti 
Whoever memorizes three Ayat from the beginning of 
Al-Kahf. 
He said, it is "Hasan Sahih." 


In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded from Abu Sa`id that the 
Prophet said: 


(ily Mi Gl ye A Sal LS E å S E gh A Ge 
“pelea 


Whoever recites Surah Al-Kahf on Friday, it will 
illuminate him with light from one Friday to the next. 


Then he said: 


"This Hadith has a Sahih chain, but they (Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim) did not record it." 


Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi also recorded it in his Sunan from 
Al-Hakim, then he narrated with his own chain that the Prophet 
said: 


REPA ELE A E af Efe 


Whoever recites Surah Al-Kahf as it was revealed, it will 
be a light for him on the Day of Resurrection. 


aa yl a Al s 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 


CUS NA Onn N A EN ESN 


Eg 


18:1 All praise is due to Allah, Who has sent down 
to His servant the Book, and has not placed therein 
any crookedness. 


ar rae os ZW ge ere Wen OO RCO 
ARERR 


18:2 (He has made it) straight to give warning of a 
severe punishment from Him, and to give good 


news to the believers, who do righteous deeds, that 
they shall have a fair reward. 


PENEDA 


18:3 They shall abide therein forever. 


HEREA, 


18:4 And to warn those who say, "Allah has 
begotten a child." 


BIB ATO SE Orn ey ae PS eee 
eRe Te) re 


18:5 No knowledge have they of such a thing, nor 
had their fathers. Mighty is the word that comes out 
of their mouths. They utter nothing but a lie. 





The Revelation of the Qur'an brings both Good News and a 





Allah praises His Holy Self; 
(\) Lage AT Sea Ty GES ote (te jah gil al Set 


All praise is due to Allah, Who has sent down to His 
servant the Book, and has not placed therein any 
crookedness. 


In the beginning of this Tafsir, we mentioned that Allah, 
praises His Holy Self at the beginning and end of 
matters, for He is the One to be praised in all 
circumstances, all praise and thanks be to Him, in the 
beginning and in the end. He praises Himself for 
revealing His Mighty Book to His Noble Messenger 
Muhammad, which is the greatest blessing that Allah has 
granted the people of this earth. Through the Qur'an, He 
brings them out of the darkness into light. He has made 
it a Book that is straight, neither distorted nor confusion 
therein. It clearly guides to a straight path, plain and 
manifest, giving a warning to the disbelievers and good 
news to the believers. This is why Allah says: 


lage Al ead als... 
and has not placed therein any crookedness. 


meaning, there is nothing twisted or confusing 
about it. But He has made it balanced and 
straightforward as He said; 


(He has made it) straight, 
meaning straightforward, 
AB ge Vays OG Dai., 
to give warning of a severe punishment from Him, 


meaning, to those who oppose His Prophet and 
disbelieve in His Book, He issues a warning of 
severe punishment hastened in this world and 
postponed to the world Hereafter. 
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ai oya (from Him). 


means, from Allah. For none can punish as 
He punishes and none is stronger or more 
reliable than Him. 


and to give good news to the believers, 


means, those who believe in this Qur'an and 
confirm their faith by righteous actions. 


n Hal oli ll.. 
who do righteous deeds, 
m) Ge al aed ol... 
that they shall have a fair reward. 
means, a beautiful reward from Allah. 
.. Aad OSS 
They shall abide therein, 


means, in what Allah rewards them with, and that 
is Paradise, where they will live forever. 


m... 
forever. 
means, for always, never ending or ceasing to be. 
(£) a, ati 5 1 a a ais 
And to warn those who say, "Allah has begotten a child." 
Ibn Ishaq said: 


"These are the pagan Arabs, who said, `We 
worship the angels who are the daughters of 


Allah."" 
„ale Ua u aal Ú 
No knowledge have they of such a thing, 


meaning, this thing that they have fabricated and 
made up. 
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wo AGU Us 
nor had their fathers. 
meaning, their predecessors. 
Mighty is the word, 


This highlights the seriousness and enormity of 
the lie they have made up. 


Allah says: 
1 eal al Ge GAAS EYE 
Mighty is the word that comes out of their mouths. 
meaning, it has no basis apart from what they 


say, and they have no evidence for it apart from 
their own lies and fabrications. 


Hence Allah says: 
(°) GAS UG sls Ot... 
They utter nothing but a lie. 


Reason why this Surah was revealed 


Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned the reason why this Surah 
was revealed. He said that an old man from among the people 
of Egypt who came to them some forty-odd years ago told him, 
from Ikrimah that Ibn Abbas said: 


"The Quraysh sent An-Nadr bin Al-Harith and Uqbah bin 
Abi Mu ‘it to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah, and told 
them: “Ask them (the rabbis) about Muhammad, and 
describe him to them, and tell them what he is saying. 
They are the people of the first Book, and they have 
more knowledge of the Prophets than we do.' 


So they set out and when they reached Al-Madinah, they 
asked the Jewish rabbis about the Messenger of Allah. 


They described him to them and told them some of what 
he had said. 
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They said, “You are the people of the Tawrah and we 
have come to you so that you can tell us about this 
companion of ours. ' 


They (the rabbis) said, “Ask him about three things 
which we will tell you to ask, and if he answers them 
then he is a Prophet who has been sent (by Allah); if he 
does not, then he is saying things that are not true, in 
which case how you will deal with him will be up to you. 


- Ask him about some young men in ancient 
times, what was their story For theirs is a strange 
and wondrous tale. 


- Ask him about a man who traveled a great deal 
and reached the east and the west of the earth. 
What was his story? 


- And ask him about the Ruh (soul or spirit) -- 
what is it? 


If he tells you about these things, then he is a Prophet, 
so follow him, but if he does not tell you, then he is a 
man who is making things up, so deal with him as you 
see fit.' 


So An-Nadr and Uqbah left and came back to the 
Quraysh, and said: `O people of Quraysh, we have come 
to you with a decisive solution which will put an end to 
the problem between you and Muhammad. The Jewish 
rabbis told us to ask him about some matters,' and they 
told the Quraysh what they were. Then they came to the 
Messenger of Allah and said, `O Muhammad, tell us,' 
and they asked him about the things they had been told 
to ask. 


The Messenger of Allah said, 4 aillu Us Ke ashi (1 will 
tell you tomorrow about what you have asked me), but 
he did not say “If Allah wills.' So they went away, and 
the Messenger of Allah stayed for fifteen days without 
any revelation from Allah concerning that, and Jibril, 
peace be upon him, did not come to him either. 


The people of Makkah started to doubt him, and said, 
“Muhammad promised to tell us the next day, and now 
fifteen days have gone by and he has not told us 
anything in response to the questions we asked. ' 


The Messenger of Allah felt sad because of the delay in 
revelation, and was grieved by what the people of 
Makkah were saying about him. 


Then Jibril came to him from Allah with the Surah about 
the companions of Al-Kahf, which also contained a 
rebuke for feeling sad about the idolators. The Surah 
also told him about the things they had asked him about, 
the young men and the traveler. 


The question about the Ruh was answered in the Ayah; 
(And they ask you concerning 
the Ruh (the spirit); say: "The Ruh..."). (17:85) 


PRC Ag ek neal antes 
18:6 Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over 


their footsteps, because they believe not in this 
narration. 


Ben Pe Tina SOR eee) pe om REE 


as 


Sac 


18:7 Verily, we have made that which is on earth an 
adornment for it, in order that We may test which of 
them are best in deeds. 


pe rR eae rea ki 
18:8 And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, 
dry soil. 





Do not feel sorry because the Idolators do not believe 


Allah consoles His Messenger for his sorrow over the idolators 
because they would not believe and keep away from him. 


He also said: 
So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them. (35:8) 
agile UM Ys 
And grieve not over them. (16:127) 
Cya l ai 8 YT GL As thd 


It may be that you are going to kill yourself with grief, 
that they do not become believers. (26:3) 


meaning, maybe you will destroy yourself with 
your grief over them. 


Allah says: 
L EaI ig | he’ al of pa Ul le GL aa ute 


Perhaps, you would kill yourself in grief, over their 
footsteps, because they believe not in this narration. 


meaning the Qur'an. 
(1) Ga 
in grief. 


Allah is saying, “do not destroy yourself with 
regret.’ 


Qatadah said: 
"killing yourself with anger and grief over them." 
Mujahid said: 


"with anxiety." 


These are synonymous, so the meaning is: 


“Do not feel sorry for them, just convey the 
Message of Allah to them. Whoever goes the right 
way, then he goes the right way only for the 
benefit of himself. And whoever goes astray, then 
he strays at his own loss, so do not destroy 
yourself in sorrow for them.’ 


This World is the Place of Trial 


Then Allah tells us that He has made this world a temporary 
abode, adorned with transient beauty, and He made it a place 
of trial, not a place of settlement. So He says: 


(¥) Uae ais! soil an 


Verily, we have made that which is on earth an 
adornment for it, in order that We may test which of 
them are best in deeds. 


Abu Maslamah narrated from Abu Nadrah from Abu 
Sa’ id that the Messenger of Allah said: 


Va, “Sat Lead BRATS Ts Ob Gy, cB ped Syl BAN 
coe ABA UT) GS ce Lal 1 oily LAAN | ala cy gh 
GÁI 8 CIS Us pul 


This world is sweet and green, and Allah makes 
you generations succeeding one another, so He is 
watching what you will do. Beware of (the 
beguilements of) this world and beware of 
women, for the first affliction that Children of 
Israel suffered from was that of women. 


Then Allah tells us that this world will pass away and come to 
an end, as He says: 


(A) (505 Napa ile Le G petal U1 
And verily, We shall make all that is on it bare, dry soil. 


means, ‘after having adorned it, We will destroy 
it and make everything on it bare and dry, with 
no vegetation or any other benefit.’ 
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Al-Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas that; 


this means everything on it would be wiped out 
and destroyed. 


Mujahid said: 
"a dry and barren plain." 
Qatadah said, 


"A plain on which there are no trees or 
vegetation." 


evan Pee COCCI per vie ere we ARN al 


18:9 Do you think that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar- 
Raqim were a wonder among Our signs! 


pt wee Wet ES 
i: ee eu 


18:10 When the young men fled for refuge to Al- 
Kahf. They said: 


SESA E TEA SEAE ety 


"Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and 
facilitate for us our affair in the right way!" 


ETEA pr Pee ae OMEN Om 
18:11 Therefore, We covered up their hearing in Al- 
Kahf for a number of years. 


OAR enn Om TSN ig BN nA 
18:12 Then We raised them up, that We might test 


which of the two parties was best at calculating the 
time period they tarried. 





The Story of the People of Al-Kahf 


Here Allah tells us about the story of the people of Al-Kahf in 
brief and general terms, then He explains it in more detail. 


He says: 
Ct Bh 
Do you think, -- O Muhammad -- 
(3) Gee GEL Gye | SiS py I O.. 


that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Ragim were a 
wonder among Our signs! 


meaning, their case was not something amazing 
compared to Our power and ability, for the 
creation of the heavens and earth, the alternation 
of night and day and the subjugation of the sun, 
moon and heavenly bodies, and other mighty 
signs indicate the great power of Allah and show 
that He is able to do whatever He wills. He is not 
incapable of doing more amazing things than the 
story of the people of the Cave. 


Similarly, Ibn Jurayj reported Mujahid saying about, al 
Ue úg oa IgE aNg d aai i ea (Do you think 
that the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a 
wonder among Our signs), 


"Among Our signs are things that are more 
amazing than this." 


Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said: Gli o Cia al 
Úa wi oa A a Ag i (Do you think that the people 
of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim were a wonder among Our 
signs), 


"What I have given to you of knowledge, the 
Sunnah and the Book is far better than the story 
of the people of Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim." 


Muhammad bin Ishaq said: 
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"(It means) I have not shown My creatures a 
proof more amazing than the story of the people 
of the Al-Kahf and Ar-Raqim." 


Al-Kahf refers to a cave in a mountain, which is where 
the young men sought refuge. 


With regard to the word Ar-Raqim, Al-Awfi reported 
from Ibn Abbas: 


"it is a valley near Aylah." 


This was also said (in another narration) by Atiyah 
Al- ` Awfi and Qatadah. 


Ad-Dahhak said: 


"As for Al-Kahf, it is a cave in the valley, and Ar- 
Raqim is the name of the valley." 


Mujahid said, 
"Ar-Raqim refers to their buildings." 


Others said it refers to the valley in which their 
cave was. 


Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn Abbas said about Ar- 
Raqim: 


"Ka`b used to say that it was the town." 

Ibn Jurayj reported that Ibn Abbas said, 
"Ar-Raqim is the mountain in which the cave 
was." 

Sa`id bin Jubayr said, 


"Ar-Raqim is a tablet of stone on which they 
wrote the story of the people of the Cave, then 
they placed it at the entrance to the Cave." 


vipa aa aaa a 
O°) K Ú 


(Remember) when the young men fled for refuge to Al- 
Kahf. They said: 
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"Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and 
facilitate for us our affair in the right way!" 


Here Allah tells us about those young men who 
fled from their people for the sake of their 
religion, fearing persecution. So they fled taking 
refuge in the cave of a mountain, where they hid 
from their people. When they entered the cave, 
they asked Allah to show mercy and kindness 
towards them, 


N A 


Our Lord! 


Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, and 
facilitate for us our affair in the right way. 











Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Yourself, 


meaning, ‘give us Your mercy and conceal us 
from our people.' 


dy Goyal Gye Ul Las. 
and facilitate for us our affair in the right way. 


means, direct our matter well, i.e., grant us a 
good end. 
As was reported in the Hadith: 
a ae ali ¢ lied (ye LU iai G, 
Whatever You have decreed for us, make its 


consequences good. 
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O5) Jane ia gll ost agilal gle Lh ped 
Therefore, We covered up their hearing in the cave for a 


number of years. 


meaning, \We caused them to sleep when they 
entered the cave, and they slept for many years.' 


, patties 
Then We raised them up, 
from that slumber, 


and one of them went out with his Dirhams (silver 
coins) to buy them some food, as it will be 
discussed in more detail below. 


Allah says: 
1. Cal | teil jaa Ain ai 


Then We raised them up, that We might test which of 
the two parties, 


meaning, the two parties who disputed about 
them, 


OYI Ad U aal., 
was best at calculating the time period that they tarried. 


It was said that this refers to how long they 
stayed in the cave. 


18:13 We narrate unto you their story with truth: 


eer EN 


Ce Re aA a a a E $- 
E EST E EEN) 
Truly, they were young men who believed in their 
Lord (Allah), and We increased them in guidance. 








| GS 1 fal8 3) age gf le Was ys 
18:14 And We made their hearts firm and strong 
when they stood up and said: 


aE Vorae We Fe 8) [nore kee ey 
RRIEK 


"Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, 
never shall we call upon any god other than Him; if 
we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity 
in disbelief. 


MAT DE EA PETEN BONTAT 
eve DANT 
18:15 These our people have taken for worship 


gods other than Him. Why do they not bring for 
them a clear authority! 


ENEE RAPRA 


And who does more wrong than he who invents a 
lie against Allah. 


EAEE EEATT 
18:16 (The young men said to one another:) "And 


when you withdraw from them, and that which they 
worship, except Allah, then seek refuge in the cave; 


EETAS SES 


your Lord will open a way for you from His mercy 
and will make easy for you your affair." 





Their Belief in Allah and their Retreat from their People 


Allah 
poles) i aS Gall ALI le a GAS 


We narrate unto you their story with truth: Truly, they 
were young men who believed in their Lord (Allah), 


From here Allah begins to explain the story in detail. 


He states that they were boys or young men, and 
that they were more accepting of the truth and 
more guided than the elders who had become 
stubbornly set in their ways and clung to the 
religion of falsehood. 


For the same reason, most of those who responded to 
Allah and His Messenger were young people. As for the 
elders of Quraysh, most of them kept to their religion 
and only a few of them became Muslims. 


So Allah tells us that the people of the cave were young 
men. 


Mujahid said, 


"I was informed that some of them wore some 
kind of earrings, then Allah guided them and 
inspired them to fear Him, so they recognized His 
Oneness, and bore witness that there is no god 
besides Him." 


(1) ote abla js... 
and We increased them in guidance. 


From this and other similar Ayat, several scholars, such 
as Al-Bukhari and others, understood that faith may 
increase, that it may vary in degrees, and that it may 
fluctuate. 


Allah says: s% üy (and We increased them in 
guidance), as He said elsewhere: 
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eal 583 agile 5 gah adsl) Tyce) Cuil’, 


While as for those who accept guidance, He 
increases their guidance and bestows on them 
their Taqwa. (47:17) 


ig pts ph’, Lag SGI Tale Gil al 


As for those who believe, it has increased their 
faith, and they rejoice. (9:124) 


peia g a TAS 


..that they may grow more in faith along with 
their (present) faith. (48:4) 


There are other Ayat indicating the same thing. 


It has been mentioned that they were followers of the 
religion of Al-Masih “Isa, “Isa bin Maryam, but Allah 
knows best. 


It seems that they lived before the time of Christianity 
altogether, because if they had been Christians, the 
Jewish rabbis would not have cared about preserving 
because of their differences. We have mentioned above 
the report from Ibn Abbas that the Quraysh sent a 
message to the Jewish rabbis in Al-Madinah to ask them 
for things with which they could test the Messenger of 
Allah, and they told them to ask him about these young 
men, and about Dhul-Qarnayn (the man who traveled 
much) and about the Ruh. 


This indicates that this story was something recorded in 
the books of the People of the Book, and that it came 
before Christianity. And Allah knows best. 


on SESI AOL LS UE | | lb aga ll Ue LLG 


And We made their hearts firm and strong when they 
stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, 


Here Allah is saying: “We gave them the patience 
to go against their people and their city, and to 
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leave behind the life of luxury and ease that they 
had been living.’ 


Several of the earlier and later Tafsir scholars have 
mentioned that; 


they were sons of the kings and leaders of 
Byzantium, and that they went out one day to 
one of the festivals of their people. They used to 
gather once a year outside the city, and they 
would worship idols and offer sacrifices to them. 
They had an arrogant, tyrannical king who was 
called Decianus, who commanded and 
encouraged the people to do that. When the 
people went out to attend this gathering, these 
young men went out with their fathers and their 
people, and when they saw their people's actions 
with clear insight, they realized that the 
prostrations and sacrifices the people were 
offering to their idols should only be dedicated to 
Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth. 


Each of them started to withdraw from his people 
and keep aloof from them. The first one of them 
to move away on his own went and sat in the 
shade of a tree, then another came and sat with 
him, then another came and sat with them, then 
four more followed suit one by one. None of them 
knew the others, but they were brought together 
by the One Who instilled faith in their hearts. 


As it says in the Hadith recorded by Al-Bukhari 
with an incomplete chain of narrators from 
A'ishah (may Allah be pleased with her), the 
Messenger of Allah said: 


Log Cal) Ue Caled Led Sai Di chet 
atts! Wie SUE 


Souls are like recruited soldiers. Those 
that recognize one another will come 
together, and those that do not recognize 
one another will turn away from each 
another. 
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Muslim also recorded this in his Sahih 
from the Hadith of Suhayl from his father 
from Abu Hurayrah from the Messenger of 
Allah. 


People say that similar qualities or characteristics 
are what bring people together. So each of the 
young men was trying to conceal what he really 
believed from the others, out of fear of them, not 
knowing that they were like him. 


Then one of them said, "O people, you know by 
Allah that only one thing is making you leave your 
people and isolate yourselves from them, so let 
each one of you say what it is in his case." 


Another said, "As for me, by Allah I saw what my 
people are doing and I realized that it was false, 
and that the only One Who deserves to be 
worshipped Alone with out partner or associate is 
Allah Who created everything, the heavens, the 
earth and everything in between." 


Another said, "By Allah, the same thing happened 
to me." 


The others said the same, and they all agreed 
and became brothers in faith. They adopted a 
particular location as a place of worship and 
began worshipping Allah there, but their people 
found out about them and told their king about 
them. The king ordered them to appear before 
him, and asked them about their beliefs. They 
told him the truth and called him to Allah, as 
Allah says about them: 


GEA EH G | ai l gal 9) aga olf le Gs 

lal) 4398 os 9658 Gl ya My 

And We made their hearts firm and strong when 
they stood up and said: "Our Lord is the Lord of 


the heavens and the earth, never shall we call 
upon any god other than Him..." 
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"Never" (Lan) implies an absolute and 
eternal negation, meaning, * this will never 
happen, and if we were to do that it would 
be false.’ 


So Allah says about them: 
(£) BLA 13) Lats ast 


...if we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity 
in disbelief. 


meaning, untruth and utter falsehood. 
vee Can la ale oh UA A a 95 Cpe | ail Gri UA 
These, our people, have taken for worship gods other 


than Him (Allah). Why do they not bring for them a clear 
authority! 


meaning, why do they not produce some clear 
evidence and genuine proof for their behavior! 


GYA aA, 


And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie 
against Allah. 


They said: `but by saying that they are lying 
transgressors.’ 


It was said that when they called their king to 
believe in Allah, he refused, and warned and 
threatened them. He commanded them to be 
stripped of their clothing bearing the adornments 
of their people, then he gave them some time to 
think about the situation, hoping that they would 
return to their former religion. 


This was a way that Allah showed kindness for 
them, because during that time they managed to 
escape from him and flee from persecution for the 
sake of their religion. 


This is what is prescribed in the Shariah during 
times of trial and persecution -- a person who 
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fears for his religion should flee from his 
persecutors, as was reported in the Hadith: 


Gin ys gts Les Sol J OG Ela 
A a aba bi hl GS ye Jia 


Soon there will come a time when the best 
wealth any of you can have will be sheep, 
which he can follow to the tops of the 
mountains and places where rain falls, 
(fleeing) for the sake of his religion from 
persecution. 


In such cases, it is allowed to seclude oneself 
from people, but this is not prescribed in any 
other case, because by such seclusion one loses 
the benefits of congregational and Friday prayers. 


These young men were determined to flee from 
their people, and Allah decreed that for them, as 
He says about them, 


a Ai Mies Lay ph alt ed 
And when you withdraw from them, and that which they 
worship, except Allah, 


meaning, when you depart from them and follow 
a different religion, opposing their worship of 
others besides Allah, then separate from them in 
a physical sense too, 


ea Se ABE AVES GE AE. 


then seek refuge in the cave; your Lord will open a way 
for you from His mercy, 


meaning, He will bestow His mercy upon you, by 
which He will conceal you from your people. 


(17) Ua yo aS yal Oye ASI Ee. 


and will make easy for you your affair. 
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means, He will give you what you need. So they 
left and fled to the cave where they sought 
refuge. 


Then their people noticed they were missing, and the 
king looked for them, and it was said when he could not 
find them that Allah concealed them from him so that he 
could not find any trace of them or any information 
about them. 


As Allah concealed His Prophet Muhammad and his 
Companion (Abu Bakr) As-Siddiq, when they sought 
refuge in the cave of Thawr. The Quraysh idolators 
came in pursuit, but they did not find him even though 
they passed right by him. When the Messenger of Allah 
noticed that As-Siddiq was anxious and said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, if one of them looks down at the 
place of his feet, he will see us," 


he told him: 
T GAG a h ÉL G S G 


O Abu Bakr, what do you think of two who have 
Allah as their third? 


And Allah said: 

Cet) (6 1 i a ai a A a aa Mio hei 9) 
Gaa aD U COSY haC UY AN å ai YY 

LK a GA A asia ii ae ais adi Jl 
aSa “ae i GI Cos alll E E 1’ 8S Cull 

If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him 
when the disbelievers drove him out, the second 

of the two; when they were in the cave, he said 


to his companion: "Do not grieve, surely, Allah is 
with us." 


Then Allah sent down His tranquility upon him, 
and strengthened him with forces which you saw 
not, and made the word of those who disbelieved 
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the lower, while the Word of Allah became the 
higher; and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. (9:40) 


The story of this cave (Thawr) is far greater and more 
wondrous than that of the people of the Cave. 


BAA KORTET 
Be 210 a] Lt a Ba eT T E E ang an ay 
ROC Peele nen Re ee ken a 
18:17 And you might have seen the sun, when it 
rose, declining to the right from their cave, and 
when it set, turning away from them to the left, 
while they lay in the midst of the cave. 


pu eat gy en 


That is from the Ayat of Allah. 
AE ENE O EA E eynuge 
Jac yo 
He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; but 


he whom He sends astray, for him you will find no 
guardian to lead him. 


The Location of the Cave 


Allah tells; 





And you might have seen the sun, when it rose, 
declining to the right from their cave, and when it set, 
turning away from them to the left, while they lay in the 
midst of the cave. 


This indicates that the entrance to the cave faced 
north, because Allah tells us that when the sun 
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was rising, sunlight entered the cave dea) Gi 
(the right), 


meaning that the shade decreased towards the 
right, as Ibn Abbas, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and 
Qatadah said: 


ols (declining) means leaning. 


Every time the sun rises on the horizon, its rays 
decline until there is nothing left in such a place 
when it reaches its zenith. 


So Allah said, 


vee SEES GIS pga ph Ge Ns... 
ay peall ggi á ses Ce alll SILT Cys GS Ae Bg 8 b's 
(VV) Vast ye Uy 4 a3 ol Uai 


and when it set, turning away from them to the left, 


meaning, it entered their cave from the left of its 
entrance, which means from the west. 


This proves what we say, and it is clear to anyone who 
thinks about the matter and has some knowledge of 
astronomy and the paths of the sun, moon and stars. If 
the entrance of the cave faced east, nothing would have 
entered it when the sun set, and if it faced the direction 
of the Qiblah (in this case, south), nothing would have 
entered it at the time of sunrise or sunset, and the 
shadows would have leaned neither to the right nor the 
left. If it had faced west, nothing would have entered it 
at the time of sunrise, until after the sun had passed its 
zenith, and would have stayed until sunset. This 
supports what we have said, and to Allah is the praise. 


Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah said that "turning away 
from them" means, 


that it would shine on them and then leave them. 


Allah has told us this, and He wants us to understand it 
and ponder its meaning, but He did not tell us the 
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location of this cave, i.e., in which country on earth it is, 
because there is no benefit for us in knowing that, and 
no legislative objective behind it. If there was any 
spiritual or religious interest that could be served by our 
knowing that, Allah and His Messenger would have 
taught us about it, as the Prophet said: 


5 38 Ge Sled, aa LY) Aig is Ow A 
43 Stale | 
I have not left anything that will bring you closer 


to Paradise and keep you further away from Hell 
but I have certainly taught you about it. 


So Allah has told us about the features of the cave, but 
He did not tell us where it is, and He said, 


Ln. ABE Ce YS Call IY HLA SB 


And you might have seen the sun, when it rose, 
declining from their cave. 


Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam, "Leaning." 
1 AES gad i A JA OR pol BCH Ly Gua GI. 


the right, and when it set, turning away from them to 
the left, while they lay in the midst of the cave. 


meaning, the sun entered the cave without 
touching them, because if it had touched them, it 
would have burnt their bodies and clothes. 


This was the view of Ibn * Abbas. 
ve AU OI Ge Ah 
That is from the Ayat of Allah, 


how He guided them to this cave where He kept 
them alive, and the sun and wind entered the 
cave preserving their bodies. Allah says, ce ali 
al) “UI (That is from the Ayat of Allah). 


Then He says: 
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He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; 


meaning that He is the One Who guided these 
young men to true guidance among their people, 
for the one whom Allah guides is truly guided, 


but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no guardian to lead him. 


and the one whom Allah leaves astray will 
find no one to guide him. 


eRe RENNE, ay Arip EONS 
OVO ae ra vere Seal 


18:18 And you would have thought them awake, 
whereas they were asleep. And We turned them on 
their right and on their left sides, and their dog 
stretching forth his two forelegs at the Wasid. 


ola AE a a ene E IK - ye 0 Ho C E 
Aar p ane ty 
Zo 8 
Úc) 
Had you happened upon them, you would certainly 


have turned back from them in flight, and would 
certainly have been filled with awe of them. 





Their Sleep in the Cave 


Some of the scholars mentioned that when Allah caused them 
to sleep, their eyelids did not close, lest disintegration took hold 
of them. If their eyes remained open to the air, this would be 
better for the sake of preservation. 
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Allah says: 
ABD phy a OS 


And you would have thought them awake, whereas they 
were asleep. 


It was mentioned that when the wolf sleeps, it closes one 
eye and keeps one eye open, then it switches eyes while 
asleep. 


vow asi) ITs adl N elii... 


And We turned them on their right and on their left 
sides, 


Ibn Abbas said: 


"If they did not turn over, the earth would have 
consumed them." 


ve tee gl iela ut agi s sie 


and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs at the 
Wasid, 


Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Sa`id bin Jubayr and Qatadah said: 
"The Wasid means the threshold." 

Ibn Abbas said: 
"By the door." 

It was said: 
"On the ground." 


The correct view is that it means on the threshold, i.e., 
at the door. 


Saif paie G 
Verily, it shall be closed upon them. (104:8) 


Their dog lay down at the door, as is the habit of dogs. 
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Ibn Jurayj said, 
"He was guarding the door for them." 


It was his nature and habit to lie down at their door as if 
guarding them. He was sitting outside the door, because 
the angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog, 
as was reported in As-Sahih, nor do they enter a house 
in which there is an image, a person in a state of ritual 
impurity or a disbeliever, as was narrated in the Hasan 
Hadith. 


The blessing they enjoyed extended to their dog, so the 
sleep that overtook them overtook him too. This is the 
benefit of accompanying good people, and so this dog 
attained fame and stature. 


It was said that he was the hunting dog of one of the 
people which is the more appropriate view, or that he 
was the dog of the king's cook, who shared their 
religious views, and brought his dog with him. 


And Allah knows best. 


Allah says: 
(VA) Gel paie TALT, IOA peda CAT pele Cath a., 
Had you happened upon them, you would certainly have 


turned back from them in flight, and would certainly 
have been filled with awe of them. 


meaning that Allah made them appear dreadful, 
so that no one could look at them without being 
filled with terror, because of the frightening 
appearance they had been given. This was so that 
no one would come near them or touch them until 
the appointed time when their sleep would come 
to an end as Allah willed, because of the wisdom, 
clear proof and great mercy involved in that. 
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penne mae py KAIEN 
18:19 Likewise, We woke them that they might 
question one another. 


A speaker among them said: "How long have you 
stayed (here)!" 


Oe eS Ps 
PETE Berean 
They said: "We have stayed a day or part of a day." 
Cts - ce ae ord es 
Pern ONDA Ce RIC 


They said: "Your Lord knows best how long you 
have stayed (here). 


ep nL eC SPE REST 
TAE EISE ESTES 


EARS 
So send one of you with this silver coin of yours to 
the town, and let him find out which is the Azka 


food, and bring some of that to you. And let him be 
careful and let no man know of you." 


CS: a) a 2 of 0 a ar E n td Bai Iara Wee S| 
eI PCE Ot NES PCE VCC Pel RB e_tUg re) 
RSE Sine 
18:20 "For, if they come to know of you, they will 


stone you or turn you back to their religion; and in 
that case you will never be successful." 


Their awakening and sending One of Themselves to buy Food| 
Allah says: 
vee ge Cal UE agin | gh Lad palit GIS’, 
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Likewise, We woke them that they might question one 
another. A speaker among them said: 


Allah says: ‘just as We caused them to sleep, We 
resurrected them with their bodies, hair and skin 
intact, and nothing lacking in their form and 
appearance.’ This was after three hundred and 
nine years. This is why they asked each other, 


How long have you stayed (here), 
meaning, ‘how long have you slept!' 
n ea oa d Gg a., 
They said: "We have stayed a day or part of a day." 


because they entered the cave at the beginning of the 
day, and they woke up at the end of the day, which is 
why they then said, 


a PAI G al EO i ig oa Y., 
"or a part of a day." They said: "Your Lord knows best 
how long you have stayed..." 


meaning, Allah knows best about your situation.' 


It seems that they were not sure about how long they 
had slept, and Allah knows best. 


Then they turned their attention to more pressing 
matters, like their need for food and drink, so they said: 


n ia Ea l G., 
So send one of you with this silver coin of yours, 


They had brought with them some Dirhams 
(silver coins) from their homes, to buy whatever 
they might need, and they had given some in 
charity and kept some, so they said: 


vo. Agel) l a Ei yo S G., 


So send one of you with this silver coin of yours to the 
town, 
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meaning to their city, which they had left. The 
definite article indicates that they were referring 
to a known city. 


GGL S teal “pact. 
and let him find out which is the Azka food. 
Azka means "purest", as Allah says elsewhere, 
(af al i Kin Sj LAY, Rie at Led Vg, 


And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His 
mercy on you, not one of you would ever have 
been pure (Zaka) from sins. (24:21) 


and 
AS ve ool 


Indeed whosoever purifies himself (Tazakka) 
shall achieve success. (87:14) 


From the same root also comes the word Zakah, 
which makes one's wealth good and purifies it. 


ve Ae (3502 ASSES 
and bring some of that to you. 


.. GLE, |. 


a 


And let him be careful, 


meaning when he goes out buying food and 
coming back. 


They were telling him to conceal himself as much as he 
could, 


(18) Val a8 Goats Uy... 
wo AS Ae |e 28 
and let no man know of you. For, if they come to know 


of you, they will stone you, 
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means, °if they find out where you are,' 


they will stone you or turn you back to their religion; 


They were referring to the followers of Decianus, who 
they were afraid might find out where they were, and 
punish them with all kinds of torture until they made 
them go back to their former religion, or until they died, 
for if they agreed to go back to their (old) religion, they 
would never attain success in this world or the Hereafter. 


So they said: 


and in that case you will never be successful. 


Oe RCo re en en omer mele, 
PETET EA 
18:21 And thus We made their case known, that 


they might know that the promise of Allah is true, 
and that there can be no doubt about the Hour. 


EETA Z-02 0 og oT) Carn eC eg eee! 
Pomp peat peel at a BNC eS pr evap EE) 


enw w 


(Remember) when they (the people) disputed 
among themselves about their case, they said: 
“Construct a building over them; their Lord knows 
best about them," (then) those who won their point 
said: "We verily, shall build a place of worship over 
them." 
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How the People of the City came to know about Them; 
building a Memorial over the Cave 





Allah tells: 


.. pele U fel ANS, 
And thus We made their case known, 


means, ‘We caused the people to find them.' 
wo Gd Gy UREN fy Ge all Sey GP gabe 


that they might know that the promise of Allah is true, 
and that there can be no doubt about the Hour. 


Several scholars of the Salaf mentioned that the people 
of that time were skeptical about the Resurrection. 


Ikrimah said: 


"There was a group of them who said that the 
souls would be resurrected but not the bodies, so 
Allah resurrected the people of the Cave as a sign 
and proof of resurrection." 


They mentioned that when they wanted to send one of 
their members out to the city to buy them something to 
eat, he disguised himself and set out walking by a 
different route, until he reached the city, which they said 
was called Daqsus. 


He thought that it was not long since he left it, but in 
fact century after century, generation after generation, 
nation after nation had passed, and the country and its 
people had changed. He saw no local landmarks that he 
recognized, and he did not recognize any of the people, 
elite or commoners. He began to feel confused and said 
to himself, 


"Maybe I am crazy or deluded, maybe I am dreaming." 


Then he said, "By Allah, I am nothing of the sort, what I 
know I saw last night was different from this." 


Then he said, "I had better get out of here." 
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Then he went to one of the men selling food, gave him 
the money he had and asked him to sell him some food. 
When the man saw the money he did not recognize it or 
its imprint, so he passed it to his neighbor and they all 
began to pass it around, saying, "Maybe this man found 
some treasure." 


They asked him who he was and where he got this 
money. Had he found a treasure! Who was he! 


He said, "I am from this land, I was living here yesterday 
and Decianus was the ruler." 


They accused him of being crazy and took him to the 
governor who questioned him about his circumstances, 
and he told him. He was confused about his situation. 
When he told them about it, they -- the king and the 
people of the city -- went with him to the cave, where he 
told them, "Let me go in first and let my companions 
know." 


It was said that the people did not know how he entered 
it, and that the people did not know about their story. 


It was also said that they did enter the cave and see 
them, and the king greeted them and embraced them. 
Apparently he was a Muslim, and his name was Tedosis. 


They rejoiced at meeting him and spoke with him, then 
they bid farewell to him and went back to sleep, then 
Allah caused them to die. And Allah knows best. 


. agile G fel Ag, 
And thus We made their case known, 


meaning, `just as We caused them to 
sleep then woke them up physically intact, 
We made their story known to the people 
of that time.' 


aain OÁ Y Gi o UEG G, Ga ai Se OI gabe. 

Ad 
that they might know that the promise of Allah is true, 
and that there can be no doubt about the Hour. 
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(Remember) when they (the people) disputed among 
themselves about their case, 


meaning, about Resurrection. 


Some believed in it and some denied it, so Allah 
made their discovery of the people of the cave 
evidence either in their favor or against them. 


pas aed Aa WN pele 1911 


they said: "Construct a building over them; their Lord 
knows best about them," 


meaning, seal the door of their cave over them, 
and leave them as they are. 


(¥)) aá aele CAST aa yal le | le Quill UU... 


those who won their point said: "We verily, shall build a 
place of worship over them." 


Those who said this were the people of power and 
influence, but were they good people or not; there is 
some debate on this point, because the Prophet said: 


amabas ai ©) si 1 S85) cg yleaill’y o geal ail Gel 


Allah has cursed the Jews and the Christians who 
took the graves of their Prophets and righteous 
people as places of worship. 


Warning against what they did. 


We have reported about the Commander of the faithful 
Umar bin Al-Khattab that; 


when he found the grave of Danyal (Daniel) in 
Iraq during his period of rule, he gave orders that 
news of this grave should be withheld from the 
people, and that the inscription containing 
mention of battles etc., that they found there 
should be buried. 
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AREENA ere ipa oer s pun Myre 
PORN SVEYIUE CHV E Op pete ale Peer 


18:22 They say they were three, the dog being the 
fourth among them; and they say they were five, 
the dog being the sixth, guessing at the unseen; 
and they say they were seven, and the dog being 
the eighth. 


enthyewnen VEVETA ae 
Say: "My Lord knows best their ne none 
knows them but a few." 


eel 
So debate not except with the clear proof. And 


consult not any of them (about the people of the 
Cave). 





PUTENTE 


Allah tells: 


They say they were three, the dog being the fourth 
among them; and they say they were five, the dog being 
the sixth, guessing at the unseen; and they say they 
were seven, and the dog being the eighth. 


Allah tells us that people disputed over the 

number of the people of the Cave. The Ayah 

mentions three views, proving that there was no 

fourth suggestion. Allah indicates that the first 

two opinions are invalid, by saying, 

(guessing at the unseen), meaning that they 
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spoke without knowledge, like a person who aims 
at an unknown target -- he is hardly likely to hit 
it, and if he does, it was not on purpose. 


Then Allah mentions the third opinion, and does 
not comment on it, or He affirms it by saying, 
agus agisliy (and the dog being the eighth), 
indicating that this is correct and this is what 
happened. 


Cay ae agua Aaa yal gir g agi Beau”) AGU l gigu 
vee L agral g Aiu Cg gig 5 eill 
. age alel 4) di... 
Say: "My Lord knows best their number..." 


indicating that the best thing to do in matters like 
this is to refer knowledge to Allah, because there 
is no need to indulge in discussing such matters 
without knowledge. If we are given knowledge of 
a matter, then we may talk about it, otherwise we 
should refrain. 


C2 Uy) agedes G... 
none knows them but a few. 
of mankind. 
Qatadah said that Ibn Abbas said: 


"I am one of the few mentioned in this Ayah; 
they were seven." 


Ibn Jurayj also narrated that Ata' Al-Khurasani narrated 
from him, 


"Iam one of those referred to in this Ayah," 
and he would say: "Their number was seven." 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn Abbas said: Ji UW) agaly Us 
(none knows them but a few), 


"I am one of the few, and they were seven." 
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The chains of these reports narrated from Ibn 
Abbas, which say that they were seven, are 
Sahih, and this is in accordance with what we 
have stated above. 


So debate not except with the clear proof. 


meaning, gently and politely, for there is not a 
great deal to be gained from knowing about that. 


And consult not any of them (about the people of the 
Cave). 


meaning, ‘They do not have any knowledge 
about it except what they make up, guessing at 
the unseen; they have no evidence from an 
infallible source. But Allah has sent you, O 
Muhammad, with the truth in which there is no 
doubt or confusion, which is to be given priority 
over all previous books and sayings.' 


BC Pere be 
18:23 And never say of anything, "I shall do such 
and such thing tomorrow." 


PN a veers if 


18:24 Except (with the saying), "If Allah wills!" 


PB ete hye ee T A EE, 
Aa RW gy wen) 


And remember your Lord when you forget and say: 
"It may be that my Lord guides me to a nearer way 
of truth than this." 
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Saying "If Allah wills" when determining to do Something in 
the Future 


Allah says: 
(YT) Ise lS Dele A) gol Gl sai Uy 
„4il tg Gt 
And never say of anything, "I shall do such and such 


thing tomorrow." Except (with the saying), "If Allah 
wills!" 


Here Allah, may He be glorified, shows His Messenger 
the correct etiquette when determining to do something 
in the future; this should always be referred to the will of 
Allah, the Knower of the Unseen, Who knows what was 
and what is yet to be and what is not to be, and how it 
will be if it is to be. 


It was recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah said: 


(ote cle UN Ga aU AE Geile Y Gh biat UE 
SB al jal Ailes ols Bsa) Gd sy ots Sel 
cil Jaia i E GE Egia aly us 
g ali cal US Gy) U8 GIL 4d UB AG) is ál 
tad) Citas Sal's BT cal Ú gis “Alb al (ygs Called 
salu g adle ait! clue alt! (J gus y lad 
Ey EMG Al al LS Gy) UNS “gd costs cuit all, 
Aialal Sp 
hy so 
Osean) GL 8 ait! Jans (4 | sla 


Suleiman bin Dawud (peace be upon them both) 

said: "Tonight I will go around to seventy women 

(according to some reports, it was ninety or one 
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hundred women) so that each one of them will 
give birth to a son who will fight for the sake of 
Allah." 


It was said to him, (according to one report, the 
angel said to him) "Say: ‘If Allah wills'", but he 
did not say it. 


He went around to the women but none of them 
gave birth except for one who gave birth to a 
half-formed child. 


The Messenger of Allah said, 


By the One in Whose hand is my soul, had 
he said, "If Allah wills," he would not have 
broken his oath, and that would have 
helped him to attain what he wanted. 


According to another report, 


They would all have fought as horsemen in the 
cause of Allah. 


At the beginning of this Surah we discussed the reason 
why this Ayah was revealed: when the Prophet was 
asked about the story of the people of the Cave, he said, 
"I will tell you tomorrow." Then the revelation was 
delayed for fifteen days. Since we discussed this at 
length at the beginning of the Surah, there is no need to 
repeat it here. 


Gai TY GE, 55.. 
And remember your Lord when you forget, 


It was said that this means, if you forget to say 
"If Allah wills", then say it when you remember. 


This was the view of Abu Al-` Aliyah and Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri. 


Hushaym reported from Al-A° mash from Mujahid that 
concerning a man who swears an oath, Ibn Abbas said 
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"He may say “If Allah wills' even if it is a year 
later." 


Ibn Abbas used to interpret this Ayah: !4) 4) Sis 


1uui (And remember your Lord when you forget) 
in this way. 


Al-A* mash was asked, "Did you hear this from 
Mujahid?" 


He said, "Layth bin Abi Salim told it to me." 


The meaning of Ibn Abbas' view, that a person 
may say "If Allah wills", even if it is a year later, 
is; 


that if he forgets to say it when he makes 
the oath or when he speaks, and he 
remembers it later, even a year later, the 
Sunnah is that he should say it, so that he 
will still be following the Sunnah of saying 
"If Allah wills", even if that is after 
breaking his oath. 


This was also the view of Ibn Jarir, but he stated 
that this does not make up for breaking the oath 
or mean that one is no longer obliged to offer 
expiation. 


What Ibn Jarir said is correct, and it is more 
appropriate to understand the words of Ibn Abbas 
in this way. 


And Allah knows best. 


Ie AR Uel A) oa OLB 
Gi a a S57, Ald ot Gf Uy 


And never say of anything, "I shall do such and such 
thing tomorrow." Except (with the saying), “If Allah 
wills 


And remember your Lord when you forget, 


At-Tabarani recorded that Ibn Abbas said that this meant 


saying, 


"If Allah wills." 
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and say: "It may be that my Lord guides me to a nearer 
way of truth than this." 


meaning, “if you (O Prophet) are asked about 
something you know nothing about, ask Allah 
about it, and turn to Him so that He may guide 
you to what is right." 


And Allah knows best. 


Zee ANES (i DEA “we WLS O° 0 5 N F 
ECR PRS SWS ETN EE 
18:25 And they stayed in their cave three hundred 

years, adding nine. 


E a mere Nap CRORES NS 
18:26 Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed. 


With Him is the unseen of the heavens and the 
earth." 


or Eo 


How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)! 


Ee RET EEEE TA 
They have no protector other than Him, and He 
makes none to share in His decision and His rule. 


The Length of their Stay in the Cave 


Allah says: 





And they stayed in their cave three hundred years, 
adding nine. 
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Here Allah tells His Messenger the length of time the 
people of the Cave spent in their cave, from the time 
when He caused them to sleep until the time when He 
resurrected them and caused the people of that era to 
find them. The length of time was three hundred plus 
nine years in lunar years, which is three hundred years 
in solar years. The difference between one hundred lunar 
years and one hundred solar years is three years, which 
is why after mentioning three hundred, Allah says, 
“adding nine.' 


| stad Uy alle atl) Se 
cols Cs Ab 9 Ge agl Le eal’ 42 pall Ue) | Cue 4] 
(v4) Vas | an à lps ip 

Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed..." 


“If you are asked about how long they stayed, and you 
have no knowledge of that and no revelation from Allah 
about it, then do not say anything. Rather say something 
like this: 


SLM g aN glial ié A I i Ca at at., 


"Allah knows best how long they stayed. With Him is (the 
knowledge of) the Unseen of the heavens and the 
earth." 


meaning, no one knows about that except Him, 
and whoever among His creatures He chooses to 
tell. 


What we have said here is the view of more than 
one of the scholars of Tafsir, such as Mujahid 
and others among the earlier and later 
generations. 


.. Ga Äl Gill agaeS (41 sl 
And they stayed in their cave three hundred years, 


Qatadah said, this was the view of the People of 
the Book, and Allah refuted it by saying: 
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SA Cay Stet ABD E 
Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed..." 


meaning, that Allah knows better than 
what the people say. 


This was also the view of Mutarraf bin ‘Abdullah. 


However, this view is open to debate, because when the 
People of the Book said that they stayed in the cave for 
three hundred years, without the extra nine, they were 
referring to solar years, and if Allah was merely narrating 
what they had said, He would not have said, Wi | slajly 
(adding nine). 


The apparent meaning of the Ayah is that Allah is 
stating the facts, not narrating what was said. 


This is the view of Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on 
him). And Allah knows best. 


ve Btls ta meal, 
How clearly He sees, and hears (everything)! 
He sees them and hears them. 
Ibn Jarir said, 


"The language used is an eloquent expression of 
praise." 


The phrase may be understood to mean, how much Allah 
sees of everything that exists and how much He hears of 
everything that is to be heard, for nothing is hidden from 
Him! 


It was narrated that Qatadah commented on this Ayah: 
Qui d yaj (How clearly He sees, and hears 
(everything)!), 


"No one hears or sees more than Allah." 
(Y afaa i L U y a d cha al G., 
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They have no protector other than Him, and He makes 
none to share in His decision and His rule. 


meaning, He, may He be glorified, is the One Who 
has the power to create and to command, the 
One Whose ruling cannot be overturned; He has 
no adviser, Supporter or partner, may He be 
exalted and hallowed. 


ca - yen re A ar ca G ES -Tia 
o TENGE 
18:27 And recite what has been revealed to you (O 
Muhammad) of your Lord's Book. None can change 


His Words, and none will you find as refuge other 
than Him. 


E ST ENE 
VES Were. 
18:28 And keep yourself (O Muhammad) patiently 


with those who call on their Lord morning and 
afternoon, seeking His Face; 


SEDINTA E E 
SICH ee ree Sioa aC egr 
es 


and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the 
pomp and glitter of the life of the world; and obey 
not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our 
remembrance, and who follows his own lusts, and 
whose affair has been lost. 
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The Command to recite the Qur'an and to patiently keep 
Company with the Believers 


Allah says, 
vo Ty ES Gye GH) Cg fe U's 


And recite what has been revealed to you (O 
Muhammad) of your Lord's Book. 


Commanding His Messenger to recite His Holy 
Book and convey it to mankind, Allah says, 


None can change His Words, 


meaning, no one can alter them, distort them or 
misinterpret them. 


(Yy) E a d oa a Olly... 
and none will you find as a refuge other than Him. 
It was reported that Mujahid said, 
"A shelter," 
and that Qatadah said, 
"A helper or supporter." 
Ibn Jarir said: 


"Allah is saying, `if you O Muhammad, do not 
recite what is revealed to you of the Book of your 
Lord, then you will have no refuge from Allah.'" 


As Allah says: 
Ga Ui AD oly GE) oe Gh JT G ah Ual GG 
Úll Eya Paari AA, aI) Ch 


O Messenger! Proclaim (the Message) which has 
been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you 
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do not, then you have not conveyed His Message. 
Allah will protect you from mankind. (5:67) 


sae Y A ie Ua UY 


Verily, He Who has given you the Qur'an, will 
surely bring you back to the place of return. 
(28:85) 


meaning, “He will call you to account for 
the duty of conveying the Message which 
He entrusted you with. ' 


AS Grab AN SL AED OS OM GLa Lay 


And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their 
Lord morning and afternoon, seeking His Face; 


meaning, sit with those who remember Allah, who 
say "La Ilaha Illallah", who praise Him, glorify 
Him, declare His greatness and call on Him, 
morning and evening, all the servants of Allah, 
whether rich or poor, strong or weak. 


It was said that this was revealed about the nobles of 
Quraysh when they asked the Prophet to sit with them 
on his own, and not to bring his weak Companions with 
him, such as Bilal, “Ammar, Suhayb, Khabbab and Ibn 
Mas‘ ud. They wanted him to sit with them on his own, 
but Allah forbade him from doing that, and said, 


aN Saal py Ose Cull LI Y', 
And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, 
morning and afternoon. (6:52) 


Allah commanded him to patiently content himself with 
sitting with those people (the weak believers), and said: 


(pial SING A OEY ull Ge UL ha 
And keep yourself patiently with those who call on 


their Lord morning and afternoon... 
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Imam Muslim recorded in his Sahih that Sa`d bin Abi 
Waqqas who said: 


"There was a group of six of us with the Prophet. 
The idolators said, `Tell these people to leave so 
they will not offend us.' 


There was myself, Ibn Mas`ud, a man from 
Hudayl, Bilal and two other men whose names I 
have forgotten. 


Allah's Messenger thought to himself about 
whatever Allah willed he should think about, then 
Allah revealed: 


Sea's Osh SiN BIL A UES l LAY, 
And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, 
morning and afternoon seeking His Face). (6:52) 
Only Muslim reported this; excluding Al-Bukhari. 
and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp 
and glitter of the life of the world; 
Ibn Abbas said, 


“(this means) do not favor others over them, 
meaning do not seek the people of nobility and 
wealth instead of them.’ 


1 G83 Ge A UT ya ALU. 


and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless 
of Our remembrance, 


means, those who are distracted by this world 
from being committed to the religion and from 
worshipping their Lord. 


and who follows his own lusts, 
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and whose affair (deeds) has been lost. 


means, his actions and deeds are a foolish waste 
of time. Do not obey him or admire his way or 
envy what he has. 


As Allah says elsewhere: 


And strain not your eyes in longing for the things 
We have given for enjoyment to various groups of 
them, the splendor of the life of this world, that 
We may test them thereby. But the provision of 
your Lord is better and more lasting. (20:131) 


E ATTA EENT 


18:29 And say: "The truth is from your Lord." Then 
whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever 
wills, let him disbelieve. 


SEIA EPEAN AEE 


TTA Soom 
ae, err lee an pe 


Verily, We have prepared for the wrongdoers, a Fire 
whose walls will be surrounding them. And if they 
ask for drink, they will be granted water like Al- 
Muhil, that will scald their faces. Terrible is the 
drink, and an evil Murtafaq! 
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The Truth is from Allah, and the Punishment of Those Who do 
mot believe in i 






Allah says, 


we aE Oe Gal is 
And say: "The truth is from your Lord." 


Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad: "Say to 
the people, “What I have brought to you from 
your Lord is the truth, in which there is no 
confusion or doubt." 


1 AS cL Cay Calg ol Ga. 


Then whosoever wills, let him believe; and whosoever 
wills, let him disbelieve. 


This is a type of threat and stern warning, after which 
Allah says, 


_ Used 
Verily, We have prepared, 
meaning made ready, 


for the wrongdoers, 


meaning those who disbelieve in Allah, His 
Messenger and His Book, 


n Gua pe BGT VG.. 
a Fire whose walls will be surrounding them. 


Ibn Jurayj said that Ibn Abbas said, GÊN yas agy data (a Fire 
whose walls will be surrounding them), 


"A wall of fire." 
a a Al pain galls olay | fle | Aen Gy"... 
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And if they ask for drink, they will be granted water like 
Al-Muhl, that will scald their faces. 


Ibn Abbas said; 


"Al-Muhl is thick water which is similar to the 
sediment in oil." 


Mujahid said, 
"It is like blood and pus." 
Ikrimah said, 


"It is the thing that is heated to the ultimate 
temperature." 


Others said: 
"It is everything that is melted." 
Qatadah said, 


"Ibn Mas`ud melted some gold in a grove, and 
when it became liquid and foam rose to the top, 
he said, this is the thing that is most like Al- 
Muhl." 


Ad-Dahhak said: 


"The water of Hell is black, and it itself is black 
and its people are black." 


There is nothing contradictory in these comments, for 
Al-Muhl includes all of these unpleasant characteristics, 
it is black, evil-smelling, thick and hot, as Allah said, 


bsa ve. 944 ((it) will scald their faces), 


meaning because of its heat. When the 
disbeliever wants to drink it and brings it 
close to his face, it will scald it so that the 
skin of his face falls off into it. 


Said bin Jubayr said, 
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"When the people of Hell get hungry, they will 
ask for relief from it, and they will be given the 
tree of Zaqqum from which they will eat. The 
tree will tear off the skin of their faces, and if 
anyone who knew them were to pass by, he 
would recognize the skin of their faces in the 
tree. Then they will feel thirsty, so they will ask 
for drink, and they will be granted water like Al- 
Muhl, that is what has been heated to the 
ultimate temperature. When it is brought near 
their mouths, the flesh of their faces from which 
the skin has been torn off will be baked." 


After describing this drink in these horrifying qualities, 
Allah says: 


Soa ia.. 
Terrible is the drink, 
meaning, how awful this drink is. 
Similarly, He says in another Ayah: 
aast ahii Laa Fi | site's 


and be given to drink boiling water so that it cuts 
up their bowels. (47:15) 


ie ie be Gh 


They will be given to drink from a boiling spring. 
(88:5) 


De eee Ons 


They will go between it (Hell) and the fierce 
boiling water. (55:44) 


(V8) Li fa ely. 
and an evil Murtafaq! 


means, how evil a place is the Fire to dwell and 
rest and gather. 
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As Allah says elsewhere: 


Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode and as a place 
to rest in. (25:66) 


Nee) K la al Ee AP igen is) 
DVN DT. 


18:30 Verily, as for those who believed and did 
righteous deeds, certainly We shall not make the 
reward of anyone to be lost who does his 
(righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner. 


; G TE MTG ren ECV ARC LED 


18:31 These! For them will be Jannatu ~Adn; 
wherein rivers flow beneath them; 


E a ew 


therein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold, 
and they will wear green garments of Sundus and 
Istabraq. 


Cy ee ROR PKCM 


They will be Muttaki'in therein on Ara’ik. 


EVENE] a 
How good is the reward, and what an excellent 
Murtafaq! 
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The Reward of those Who believe and do Righteous Deeds 


Allah says, 
(+) Uae Cpl Cpe yal anaes UG) otal | ghee ’y | pital Cpall Gy) 
wpe Gls 26) Gul 
Verily, as for those who believed and did righteous 
deeds, certainly We shall not make the reward of anyone 


to be lost who does his (righteous) deeds in the most 
perfect manner. These! For them will be Jannatu ~ Adn; 


When Allah mentions the state of those who are 
doomed, He follows that by mentioning the 
blessed who believed in Allah and believed what 
His Messengers brought, those who did the 
righteous deeds that they commanded them to 
do. They will have Jannatu ~Adn. 


` Adn means lasting. 
vee ED i a g... 
wherein rivers flow beneath them, 
means, from beneath its rooms and dwellings. 
Fir` awn said: 
5 ye ws AN aas 


and these rivers flowing beneath me... 
(43:51) 


they will be adorned, 


means, with jewelry. 


with bracelets of gold, 


Allah says elsewhere: 
“om lead pguslalls TAs 
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and pearls and their garments therein will be of 
silk. (22:23) 
This is explained in more detail here, where Allah says: 
vow Bg aia c Ie GUE Gy gual 
and they will wear green garments of Sundus and 
Istabraq. 


Sundus refers to a fine garment, like a shirt and 
the like, and 


Istabraq is thick and shiny velvet. 
n B Te Led OAS |, 
They will be Muttaki'in therein on Ara’‘ik. 


The word Muttaki'in implies lying down, or it was 
said that it means sitting with one's legs crossed, 
which is closer to the meaning here. 


In a Sahih Hadith, the Prophet said: 
ust, OS Us UI GI 
As for me, I do not eat sitting with legs 
crossed (Muttaki'an). 


Ara'ik is the plural of Arikah, which is a bed 
under a canopy. 


And Allah knows best. 
()) Wii ya ha A i... 


How good is the reward, and what an excellent place of 
rest (Murtafaq)! 


means, how blessed is Paradise as a reward for 
their good deeds. 


And what an excellent Murtafaq means, and how 
good a place to dwell and rest and stay. 


Previously, Allah had said of Hell, 
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Wi fa ly Cl Ua 
Terrible is the drink, and an evil place of rest 
(Murtafaq)! (18:29) 


In a similar way, He contrasts the two (Paradise 
and Hell) in Surah Al-Furqan, where He says: 


Lalate'g Fyfe Cre Ls 14) 


Evil indeed it (Hell) is as an abode, and as 
a place to rest in. (25:66) 


Then He mentions the qualities of the 
believers, then says: 


Ke5 Ga GANG Vike Ly AN GAS GT 
ates 


LE, T Eaha a Lead Cpa 


Those will be rewarded with the highest 
place because of their patience. Therein 
they shall be met with greetings and the 
word of peace and respect. Abiding therein 
excellent it is as an abode, and as a place 
to rest in. (25:75-76) 


~oP A eN EA CEP o AR 

Cala) Ds agl Gi pul 5 
18:32 And put forward to them the example of two 
t= 


o3 E EA A D CAG - - S A ed 
OERO Er A E E E AI ENNEN 


e E E E a a r. a ct 
PET 
unto one of them We had given two gardens of 
grapes, and We had surrounded both with date 
palms; and had put between them green crops 
(cultivated fields). 
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E FEEN als IPAS rear eH | BS 
ear Vans ; 
DAMN 
18:33 Each of those two gardens brought forth its 


produce, and failed not in the least therein, and We 
caused a river to gush forth in the midst of both. 


Ctra RN ESTEE Teoma a OT 


18:34 And he had Thamar, and he said to his 
companion in the course of discussion: "I am 
greater than you in wealth and have a mightier 
entourage." 


W PE Re 


18:35 And he went into his garden while having 
been unjust to himself. 


EEr 


He said: "I do not think that this will ever perish." 


EA ESTE TA EAT 
Mey e j ve 
18:36 "And I do not think the Hour will ever come, 
and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, I 
surely, shall find better than this when I return to 
Him." 


The Example of the Rich Idolators and the Poor Muslims 


Allah says, 
LAA, lel ye cil Lana Les Gib Ue AL fa 
(YY) ley) Lagi bai Sais 
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And put forward to them the example of two men: unto 
one of them We had given two gardens of grapes, and 
We had surrounded both with date palms; and had put 
between them green crops (cultivated fields). 


After mentioning the idolators who were too arrogant to 
sit with the poor and weak among Muslims, showing off 
before them with their wealth and noble lineage, Allah 
then gives a parable for them of two men, one of whom 
Allah gave two gardens of grapes, surrounded with palm 
trees and cultivated with crops throughout. All of the 
trees and plants were abundantly fruitful, providing 
readily accessible, good quality produce. 


Allah says: 
_ GST d t 
Each of those two gardens brought forth its produce, 
meaning, produced its fruits, 
and failed not in the least therein, 
meaning, nothing at all was diminishing. 
(Fr) D Na GAs... 
and We caused a river to gush forth in the midst of both. 


means, rivers were flowing through them here 
and there. 


n A, 
And he had Thamar, 


It was said that what was meant here was wealth, 
and it was said that what was meant were fruits, 
which is the more apparent meaning here. 


This is also supported by the alternative 
recitation, Thumr, which is the plural of 
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Thamrah (fruit) just as Khushb is the plural of 
Khashab (wood). Others recite it as Thamar. 


.. Sa... 
and he said 
the owner of the two gardens 
I A abal... 


to his companion in the course of discussion, 


means, while he was disputing with him and 
boasting to him and showing off, 


(Y£) yah Selly Us lie i a., 


I am greater than you in wealth and have a mightier 
entourage. 


meaning, ‘I have more servants, attendants and 
children.’ 


Qatadah said, 


"This, by Allah, is the wish of the immoral to have 
a lot of wealth and a large entourage." 


And he went into his garden having been unjust to 
himself. 


meaning, in his disbelief, rebellion, arrogance and 
denial of the Hereafter. 


(Te) Ih od abo) GEIL UE... 
He said: "I do not think this will ever perish." 


Thus he was allowing himself to be deceived 
because of the plants, fruits and trees that he 
saw, and the rivers flowing through the different 
parts of his gardens. He thought that it could 
never come to an end or cease or be destroyed. 
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This was because of his lack of understanding and 
the weakness of his faith in Allah, and because he 
was enamored with this world and its 
adornments, and because he disbelieved in the 
Hereafter. So he said: 


AE det) GLI Ly 
"And I do not think the Hour will ever come..." 
meaning, will ever happen 
(r7) GEk G LA Daal Fy d a i... 


and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord, I surely 
shall find better than this when I return to Him. 


meaning, `if there is a Hereafter and a return to 
Allah, then I will have a better share than this 
with my Lord, for if it were not that I am dear to 
Him, He would not have given me all this.' 


As Allah says elsewhere: 
aliie Y o l ES T 


But if I am brought back to my Lord, surely there 
will be for me the best with Him. (41:50) 


a IG LEY JE GG E ii o 


Have you seen him who disbelieved in Our Ayat 
and said: "I shall certainly be given wealth and 
children (if I will be alive again)." (19:77) 


He took it for granted that Allah would give him 
this, without any sound evidence for that. 


The reason why this Ayah was revealed was 
because of Al-`As bin Wa'il, as we will explain in 
the appropriate place, if Allah wills. In Allah we 
put our trust. 
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>) gS) SEC ETNE 


18:37 His companion said to him during his 
discussion: 


CAE OTE T OnE E] 
DES 
"Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of 


dust, then out of Nutfah, then fashioned you into a 
man!" 


APES Tee TESE ETN 


18:38 "But as for my part, (I believe) that He is 
Allah, my Lord, and none shall I associate as 
partner with my Lord." 


ELE A ie ir Wd rn Gan We EGER 


18:39 "It was better for you to say, when you 
entered your garden: ~ That which Allah wills! There 


is no power but with Allah!’ 

ADETTE FETS, 
If you see me less than you in wealth, and 
children," 


e olan a PE ye zá N 
nce ST ae ae Ee Roles 
18:40 "It may be that my Lord will give me 
something better than your garden, and will send 


on it Husban from the sky, then it will be as a 
barren slippery earth." 


A 3 cd a & . (7 Oo % ° 
18:41 "Or the water thereof becomes Ghawran so 
that you will never be able to seek it." 





The Response of the Poor Believer 


Allah tells: 
1. stag gh ata ál JG 
His companion said to him during his discussion: 


Allah tells us how the rich man's believing companion 
replied to him, warning and rebuking him for his disbelief 
in Allah and allowing himself to be deceived. 


oe NOS Ge Gals GIL GST 
Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust... 


This is a denunciation, pointing out the 
seriousness of his rejection of his Lord Who 
created and formed man out of dust -- that is, 
referring to Adam -- 


(VY) Uae gaa ai AaLi ga ai.. 
then out of Nutfah, then fashioned you into a man!" 


then made his offspring from despised liquid, as 
Allah says: 


ial Wal 8 all 5,5 SSUES 


How can you disbelieve in Allah Seeing that you 
were dead and He gave you life. (2:28) 


meaning, how can you reject your Lord and His 
clear signs to you, which every one recognizes in 
himself, for there is no one among His creatures 
who does not know that he was nothing, then he 
came to be, and his existence is not due to 
himself or any other creature. He knows that his 
existence is due to his Creator, beside Whom 
there is no other god, the Creator of all things. 


So the believer said: 
n alll “gs US 
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But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord, 


meaning, `I do not say what you say; rather I 
acknowledge the Oneness and Lordship of Allah,’ 


(TA) Wal oe Spat Us... 
and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord. 


meaning, He is Allah, the One Who is to be 
worshipped Alone, with no partner or associate. 


Then he said: 


‘ai os gl afl Uy 3°68 U all) £08 Gals GIS GI UT, 
(Ya) Val gg We Chin 


It was better for you to say, when you entered your 
garden, ‘That which Allah wills! There is no power but 
with Allah!' If you see me less than you in wealth, and 
children. 


Here he was urging and encouraging him to say 
that, as if he was saying, "When you entered your 
garden and looked at it and liked it, why wouldn't 
you praise Allah for the blessings He gave you 
and the wealth and children that He has given to 
you and not to others! Why did you not say ‘That 
which Allah wills! There is no power but with 
Allah!" 


One of the Salaf said, 


"Whoever is delighted with something in his 
circumstances or his wealth or his children, let 
him say, ‘That which Allah wills! There is no 
power but with Allah!" 


This is based on this Ayah. 


It was reported in the Sahih from Abu Musa that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 


$25 3K Gye 3K Te a Uy 


Shall I not tell you about some of the treasure of 
Paradise? 
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AEEA 


There is no power or might but 
with Allah 








n A A A S go ad 


It may be that my Lord will give me something better 
than your garden, (in the Hereafter), 


„G U... 
and will send on it, 


on your garden in this world, which you think will 
never come to an end or cease to be, 


Husban from the sky, 


Ibn Abbas, Ad-Dahhak and Qatadah said -- and Malik 
narrated that Az-Zuhri said -- a punishment from 
heaven. 


The apparent meaning is that it is a mighty rain 
which would disrupt his garden and uproot its 
plants and trees. 


As he said: 
(£) G haa ahai., 
then it will be as a barren slippery earth. 


meaning, smooth mud in which one cannot get a 
foothold. 


Ibn Abbas said, 


"Like land without vegetation, where nothing 
grows." 
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vo Wg gle Ged) 
Or the water thereof becomes Ghawran, 


means, it disappears into the earth, which is the 
opposite of flowing water that seeks the surface 
of the earth. 


So Gha'ir is to go lower. as Allah says: 
ely Koh a Lie 5G tel y Ae! Us 
oe 


Say: "Tell me! If your water were 
Ghawran, who then can supply you with 
flowing water!" (67: 30) 


meaning, water that flows in all directions. 
And here Allah says: 
(£\) GIL ál ahii Eá yÉ 17) ge GIG ia Aad 


Or the water thereof (of the gardens) becomes deep- 
sunken (underground) so that you will never be able to 
seek it. 


Ghawr is from the same root as Gha'ir and has a 
similar meaning, but is more intensive. 


PEt Ogee Sani ERIN 
Seep ANGE See SET COPS 
ENPE 


18:42 So his fruits were encircled (with ruin). And 
began Yuqallibu his hands over what he had spent 
upon it, while it was all destroyed on its trellises, 
and he could only say: "Would that I had ascribed 
no partners to my Lord!" 
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E G 


18:43 And he had no group of men to help him 
against Allah, nor could he defend (or save) 
himself. 


CAMERON 


18:44 There (on the Day of Resurrection), Al- 
Walayah will be for Allah (Alone), the True God. 


kee ES Oe 
He (Allah) is the best for reward and the best for 
the final end. 





The Evil Results of Kufr 


Allah says: 


So his fruits were encircled, 


meaning his wealth, or according to the other 
opinion, his crops. 


What is meant is that what this disbeliever was 
afraid of and what the believer had terrified him 
actually had happened. A storm struck his 
garden, a garden which he had erroneously 
thought would last forever, distracting him from 
thoughts of Allah, may He be glorified. 


And he began Yuqallibu his hands over what he had 
spent upon it, 
Qatadah said: 

67 


"He was clasping his hands together in a gesture 
of regret and grief for the wealth he had lost." 


n ASE E GA A.. 
while it was all destroyed on its trellises, 
(Y al a T A GU.. 
Aaa oS 
and he could only say: "Would that I had ascribed no 
partners to my Lord!" And he had no group of men, 


meaning a clan or children, as he had vainly 
boasted, 


(ET) Dati E G all o eM at. 
L. TAY a AA eGA 


to help him against Allah, nor could he defend himself. 
There, Al-Walayah will be for Allah, the True God. 


Here there are differences in recitation. Some of 
the reciters pause at the word there, |_waiis oS las 
Aue (nor could he defend himself there), i.e., at 
that time, when Allah sends the punishment upon 
him, there will be no one to save him. Then they 
start the next phrase with Al-Walayah;  (Al- 
Walayah will be for Allah, the True God). 


Some of them pause at the phrase hyi GIS ley 
(nor could he defend himself) and start the next 
phrase; (5a) ai ud Ah (There, Al-Walayah 
will be for Allah, the True God). 


There is a further difference in the recitation of the word 
Al-Walayah. Some read it as Al-Walayah, which gives 
the meaning that all allegiance will be to Allah, 


ie. on that Day everyone, believer or 
disbeliever, will return to Allah, for allegiance and 
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submission to Him when the punishment comes 
to pass. 


This is like the Ayah: 
4a UK ta Ú AK, oa; alll: Uinle 1A wü ri i 
So when they saw Our punishment, they said: 


"We believe in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we 
used to associate with Him as partners." (40:84) 


and Allah says concerning the Fir’ awn; 

LBs od sins Cie aga Bl Gall Ue jul iy Ula 

căi Yy a y á ade Os (gel AST A Mgt’ 
obid Ca Uly Uie pus) Tpit dy Catal 
ial Gyo E, i aae E le 


Till when drowning overtook him, he said: "I 
believe that none has the right to be worshipped 
but He in Whom the Children of Israel believe, 
and I am one of the Muslims." Now! While you 
refused to believe before and you were one of the 
mischief-makers. (10:90-91) 


Some others read it as Al-Wilayah, 


meaning that on that Day the rule will belong to 
Allah, the True God. 


Some read Haqqu (True) referring to Al-Wilayah, as in 
the Ayah; 


(ee BASI gle Uig E A G aig t 


The sovereignty on that Day will be the true 
(sovereignty), belonging to the Most Gracious 
(Allah), and it will be a hard Day for the 
disbelievers. (25:26) 


Others it read Haqqi referring to Allah, may He be 
glorified, as in the Ayah: 
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Then they are returned to Allah, their True 
Protector. (6:62) 


So Allah says: 


a 


CEEE 


He (Allah) is the best to 
reward and the best for 
the final end 





for deeds that were done for the sake of Allah, 
their reward is good and their consequences are 
all good. 


CEA 
18:45 And mention the parable of the worldly life: 
a y a T 
an TP i R 
it is like the water which We send down from the 
sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, 
and becomes fresh and green. But (later) it 


becomes dry and broken pieces, which the winds 
scatter. 


BATA ET 


And Allah is able to do everything. 
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CEN WON er WV Oni NETANE ESA ETSA) 
DES OT RE REG RKTT 


18:46 Wealth and children are the adornment of the 
life of this world. But the good righteous deeds that 
last, are better with your Lord for reward and better 
for hope. 








The Parable of the Worldly Life 


Allah says: 
1 eels 
And mention, 
O Muhammad, to the people, 
.. GA sa) US... 
the parable of the worldly life, 


its transient nature and how it will eventually 
cease and come to an end. 


we (92 JU) Gt 4g LBA CN Cys oT CLK 


it is like the water which We send down from the sky, 
and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, 


It mingles with the seeds that are in the earth, so 
they grow and become good, producing bright, 
fresh flowers, then after that, 


it becomes dry and broken pieces, 
withered up, 
i gU I ua 
(which the winds scatter) tossing them about right and 


left. 
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(£9) ia pi UE le All US; .. 
And Allah is able to do everything. 
He has the power to do this and that. 


In the Qur'an Allah often gives parables like this of the 
life of this world, as He says in Surah Yunus, 
CHGS ay LBA CEM Cpe ola jh eS LAAN 5 gid Ue Leif 
aI alll USE Vos G4 
The parable of the worldly life is but that of water 
which We send down from the sky so by it arises 


the intermingled produce of the earth of which 
men and cattle eat.... (10:24) 


and in Surah Az-Zumar: 

ai aN cd al AST oe LLM Gye Ua all GI 7 all 
iS WE Le 5 ES 

See you not that Allah sends down water from the 

sky, and causes it to penetrate the earth, then 


out from it comes crops of different colors. 
(39:21) 


and in Surah Al-Hadid: 

Ki TAT, G “sey Cul WAN Set CST I patel 
2805 GEN Cgc Phe JEE aT AN Je a AIS 

Know that the life of this world is only play and 

amusement, pomp and mutual boasting among 

you, and rivalry in respect of wealth and children. 

(It is) like the parable of vegetation after rain, 


thereof the growth is pleasing to the tiller... 
(57:20) 


and in the Sahih Hadith: 
PRA 
This world is sweet and green. 
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Between Wealth and Good Deeds 


Allah says: 
vo. BAN sls 45 & sil’ Utell 
Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of this 
world. 
This is like the Ayah: 
oats ails cd Gye rset CA (util 0855 
call ui hidl 
Beautified for men is the love of things they 


covet; women, children, vaulted hoards of gold... 
(3:14) 


Allah says: 
que “yal sate Aly Ae SATS at GS) 


Your wealth and your children are only a trial, 
whereas Allah! With Him is a great reward 
(Paradise). (64:15) 


turning towards Allah and worshipping Him is 
better for you than keeping busy with them, and 
accumulating wealth for them and going to 
extremes in feeling pity and compassion for them. 


Allah says: 

(£5) Ud “8, UA Gh, Sic “fk Ia GLBLMS 
But the good righteous deeds that last, are better with 
your Lord for reward and better for hope. 


Ibn Abbas, Sa‘ id bin Jubayr and others among the Salaf 
said that; 


the good righteous deeds that last are the five 
daily prayers. 
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Ata' bin Abi Rabah and Sa`id bin Jubayr narrated from 
Ibn Abbas, 
"The good righteous deeds that last are 

e Subhan Allah (glory be to Allah)', 

e Al-Hamdu Lillah (praise be to Allah)', 


e La ilaha illallah (there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah)', and 


e Allahu Akbar (Allah is Most Great)." 


The Commander of the faithful, Uthman bin Affan was 
questioned, 


"Which are the good righteous deeds that last" 
He replied, 


"They are: 
e La ilaha illallah, 
e Subhan Allah, 
e Al-Hamdu Lillah, 
e Allahu Akbar and 


e La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah hil- 
` Aliyil-` Azim (there is no strength and 
no power except with Allah the Exalted, 
the Almighty).'" 


This was recorded by Imam Ahmad. 


Imam Ahmad also recorded from a freed slave of the 
Messenger of Allah that he said: 


d A A G iilii g 


dau o 
STN o 
IRS ESATE 
Bats « 


sal, Aa A zial AN, o 
74 


ASG US ay Wide i (le I BS 


aul Ue o 


culls ASL o 
(Sigal) Sey Pele 
Haly o 


Well done! Well done for five things! (How heavy 
they will weigh in the balance! 


e "La ilaha illallah, 

e Allahu Akbar, 

e Subhan Allah, and 

e Al-Hamdu Lillah," and 

e a righteous son who dies and his parents 
seek the reward of Allah. 


And he said: (Well done! Well done for five 
things! Whoever meets Allah believing in them, 
he will enter Paradise; if he believes in: 


e Allah, 

e the Last Day, 

e Paradise and Hell, 

e resurrection after death, and 
e the Reckoning. 


GEIL) GON"; 
the good righteous deeds that last, 
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said, 


"This is the celebration of the remembrance of 
Allah, saying; 

e La ilaha illallah, 

e Allahu Akbar, 
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e Subhan Allah, 

e Al-Hamdu Lillah, 

e Tabarak Allah, 

e La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah, 
e Astaghfirallah, 

e Sallallahu `ala Rasul-Allah', and 


e fasting, prayer, Hajj, Sadaqah (charity), 
freeing slaves, Jihad, maintaining ties of 
kinship, and all other good deeds. 


These are the righteous good deeds that last, 
which will remain in Paradise for those who do 
them for as long as heaven and earth remain." 


Al-Awfi reported from Ibn Abbas: 
"They are good words." 
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said, 
"They are all righteous deeds." 


This was also the view chosen by Ibn Jarir, may 
Allah have mercy on him. 


w 
PETG SY- 2-9 -- 


ECCS TSS CB) Ie Tree ere ey) 
EE 


18:47 And (remember) the Day We shall cause the 
mountains to pass away, and you will see the earth 


as a leveled plain, and We shall gather them so that 
We will leave not one of them behind. 


CEMA 
18:48 And they will be set before your Lord, 
aligned. 
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ARN ATOR TA OOPS PA Er a 
ree 


(He will say:) "Now indeed, you have come to Us as 
We created you the first time. Nay, but you thought 
that We had appointed no meeting for you (with 
Us)." 


RS NI VS OANE E EEEN) NTT 


18:49 And the Book will be produced, and you will 
see the criminals, fearful of that which is therein. 


E iy eee 
TOAN Ere 


They will say: "Woe to us! What sort of Book is this 
that leaves neither a small thing nor a large thing, 
but has recorded it with numbers!" 


Kenner Aver Te eRe Cerone arsewre 
And they will find all that they did, present, and 
your Lord treats no one with injustice. 





The Major Terrors of the Hou 


Allah tells; 


And (remember) the Day We shall cause the mountains 
to pass away, and you will see the earth as a leveled 
plain, and We shall gather them so that We will leave not 
one of them behind. 


Allah tells us of the terrors of the Day of 
Resurrection, and the awesome things that will 
come to pass, as He says elsewhere: 


T1 


Tyg Leal) “) gai a’ 93 
| a Ulan a 


On the Day when the heaven will shake with a 
dreadful shaking, And the mountains pass moving 
away. (52:9-10) 


meaning, they will move from their places and 
will vanish. 


As Allah says: 
cata) “ya “yeh Lok g Saele Ue Lal oh 


And you will see the mountains and think them 
solid, but they shall pass away as the passing 
away of the clouds. (27:88) 


LEAD Calls Utell 8 


And the mountains will be like carded wool. 
(101:5) 


Wad Ay Leh UB Ua oe LG, 

Wana fold la® a 

GY, ase ee GY 

And they ask you about the mountains, say: "My 
Lord will pulverize them scattering (their dust). 


To leave them as a barren plain. You will not see 
in it crookness or curve. (20:105-107) 


Allah tells us that He will cause the mountains to 
vanish and be leveled, and the earth will be left 
as a smooth plain, a level surface with nothing 
crooked or curved therein, no valleys or 
mountains. 


So Allah says: 
8306 Vat 6s... 
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and you will see the earth as a leveled plain, 


meaning clear and open, with no features that 
anyone may recognize and nothing for anyone to 
hide behind. All creatures will be visible to their 
Lord, and not one of them will be hidden from 
Him. 


Mujahid and Qatadah said, §306 G2) 6s (and you will 
see the earth as a leveled plain), 


"No one will be hidden or absent." 
Qatadah said, 
"There will be no buildings and no trees." 
(EV) IS he Gi AB BAU jy. 


and we shall gather them, so that We will not leave one 
of them behind. 


means, ‘We shall gather them all, the first of 
them and the last of them, and We shall not leave 
anyone behind, young or old.' 


As Allah says: 
GAY Cait o È 
p ia pa iin ol Us panal 


Say: "(yes) verily, those of old, and those of later 
times. All will surely be gathered together for an 
appointed meeting of a known Day. (56:49,50) 


2 seat a g Eg ÚN ATE gana a gg All 


That is a Day whereon mankind will be gathered 
together, and that is a Day when all will be 
present. (11:103) 


Ue hy se Isla es 
And they will be set before your Lord, aligned. 
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This may mean that all of creation will stand 
before Allah in one row, as Allah says: 


AOS Ge Y Gel Y Ghee ASL, o's ash 
Ua (Ils (cen 


The Day that Ar-Ruh (Jibril) and the angels will 
stand aligned, they will not speak except him 
whom the Most Gracious (Allah) allows, and he 
will speak what is right); (78:38) 


or it may mean that they will stand in rows, as 
Allah says: 


Ue He Sar, at cla 
And your Lord comes with the angels in rows. 
(89:22) 
wo Foye Us ASU LS Ui gata Sa 
Now indeed, you have come to Us as We created you the 


first time. 


This is a rebuke to those who denied the 
Hereafter, a reprimand before all creation. 


This is why Allah says to them: 
(£A) Vae's0 aS) ead ofl shee 5 Ub... 


Nay, but you thought that We had appointed no meeting 
for you (with Us)., 


meaning, you did not think that this would 
happen to you or that it would come to pass. 


. HES aisg 
And the Book will be produced, 
the Book of deeds, which contains a record of 


everything, major or minor, significant or 
insignificant, great or small. 
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La. A an Cite ue Jal 6. 


and you will see the criminals, fearful of that which is 
therein. 


of their evil deeds and reprehensible actions. 
a GHD G slaty... 
They will say, "Woe to us!" 


expressing words of regret for having wasted 
their lives. 


1, Walesa Ú o Wy Spices “yale U GSN Sia I 
What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small 


thing nor a large thing, but has recorded it with 
numbers! 


it has left no sin, major or minor, and no action, 
no matter how small, but it has recorded it with 
the utmost precision and accuracy. 


n DG | glee G la... 
And they will find all that they did, present, 


everything, both good and evil, as Allah says, 
Dai BS Ue alee G i US So op 


On the Day when every person will be confronted 
with all the good he has done. (3:30) 


Allah says: 


CAS atl Ley Sie’ Gay! fy 
On that Day man will be informed of what he sent 
forward, and what he left behind. (75:13) 
And Allah says: 

‘ad les 

The Day when all the secrets will be exposed. 
(86:9) 
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meaning, everything that is hidden in people's 
hearts will become known. 


Imam Ahmad recorded from Anas that the Prophet said, 
a a La S t ple OS 


Every traitor will have a banner on the Day of 
Resurrection, by which he will be known. 


It was also narrated in the Two Sahihs, where 
one narration says, 


JG aae yay A! She Ga aa a ale USI a5 
Cla G9 (ills 2 ae ote 


On the Day of Resurrection, for every traitor a 
banner will be erected by his backside, and it will 
be said, "This is the betrayer of so-and-so the son 
of so-and-so." 


(£4) Wah aly) ally U, .., 
and your Lord treats no one with injustice. 


means, He will judge between His creatures for all 
of their deeds, and He will not treat any of His 
creatures with injustice. He will overlook and 
forgive and have mercy, and He will punish 
whomever He wills by His power, wisdom and 
justice. He will fill Hell with the disbelievers and 
those who have been disobedient. Then He will 
rescue the disobedient, and leave the disbelievers 
there for eternity. He is the Judge Who never 
wrongs or oppresses. 


Allah says: 
Giai iia GE o 3A ita A Y al Gy 


Surely, Allah wrongs not even of the weight of a 
speck of dust, but if there is any good, He 
doubles it. (4:40) 
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US Cans Cy TESS Us Salah gal Lal Cn J gall anes 
eis Lee GT SSS Oe a Je E oG US Laas BI 


And We shall set up Balances of justice on the 
Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with 
unjustly in anything. then none will be dealt with 
unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of 
a mustard seed, We will bring it. And sufficient 
are We to take account. (21:47) 


And there are many similar Ayat. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Muhammad bin 
Aqil heard Jabir bin Abdullah say, 


"I was told about a Hadith which a man heard 
from the Prophet, so I bought a camel and put 
my saddle on it, then I traveled on it for a month 
until I came to Ash-Sham, where Abdullah bin 
Unays was. I said to the doorkeeper, `Tell him 
that Jabir is at the door.' 


He said, ` Jabir bin Abdullah!" 
I said, `Yes.' 


So he came out, still putting his garment on, and 
embraced me, and I embraced him, and said: 


`I heard a Hadith narrated by you, that you 
heard from the Messenger of Allah about 
reciprocal punishments. I was afraid that you or I 
would die before I could hear it.' 


He said, `I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 
be al Ja j GA a l a5 Se i Sts 


Allah will gather the people -- or His servants -- 
on the Day of Resurrection, naked, uncircumcised 
and Buhman. 
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I asked, ‘What is Buhman?' He said, 
ce pi aga Cuil 
O a hiag UK G a hi a 3 ag at 


ál Aa gf SG el Gye sal 2th UGG) GF ad f 
cas Wy Ade Mat Ae Ga Ai al ye al Me A, 
al tye Ja She aT, ASQ VAN YI A al Ge ol 

Adal) fa ahs Leif Se Ga til 


They will have nothing with them. 


Then a voice will call out to them that will be 
heard by those far away just as easily as it will be 
heard by those near: 


"Iam the Sovereign, I am the Judge. None of the 
people of Hell should enter Hell if he is owed 
something by one of the people of Paradise, until 
I have settled the matter, and none of the people 
of Paradise should enter Paradise if he is owed 
something by one of the people of Hell, until I 
settle the matter -- even if it is only the case of a 
slap." 


We said, “How will that be, when we have come 
before Allah barefooted, naked, uncircumcised 
and having nothing with us?’ 


He said, 

SW, aT 
By (merit for) good deeds, and (recompense) for 
evil deeds. 


Shubah narrated from Al-Awwam bin Muzahim from Abu 
Uthman from Uthman bin Affan, may Allah be pleased 
with him, that the Messenger of Allah said: 


Sa Ea eGA on Lat oa Uy 
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The animal who lost a horn will settle the score 
with the one that has horns on the Day of 
Resurrection. 


It was recorded by Abdullah the son of Imam 
Ahmad, and there are corroborating narrations 
through other routes. 


CORR AP ee PS BARE CARIES 
oe eee 


18:50 And (remember) when We said to the angels: 
"Prostrate yourselves unto Adam." So they 
prostrated themselves, except Iblis. He was one of 
the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his Lord. 


Bae 


eter SP SE Teeny ETETEN) 


een 


Will you then take him and his offspring as 
protectors and helpers rather than Me while they 
are enemies to you What an evil is the exchange for 


the wrongdoers. 





The Story of Adam and Iblis 


Allah points out to the Children of Adam the enmity of Iblis 
towards them and their father before them, and rebukes those 
who follow him and go against their Creator and Master. It is He 
who created them from nothing and sustains and nourishes 
them by His kindness, yet they still took Iblis as their friend and 
declared their enmity towards Allah. 


So Allah says: 


And (remember) when We said to the angels, 
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meaning all the angels, as was mentioned in the 
beginning of Surah Al-Baqarah. 


n eUl... 
Prostrate yourselves unto Adam, 


a prostration of respect and honor, as Allah says: 
Da th alba ca Vig GL l AN K UE G 
iia 


One AT A a) Ge Ad CE, MB 


And (remember) when your Lord said to the 
angels, "I am going to create a human (Adam) 
from dried (sounding) clay of altered mud. So, 
when I have fashioned him completely and 
breathed into him the soul which I created for 
him, then fall (you) down prostrating yourselves 
unto him. (15:28-29) 


2 CF) Ge OS Gal! tH] tad 
So they prostrated themselves except Iblis. He was one 
of the Jinn; 


meaning, his original nature betrayed him. He 
had been created from smokeless fire, whereas 
the angels had been created from light, as is 
stated in Sahih Muslim where it is reported that 
A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 


A Ue ASSL uals o 
IG Ge cok Ue Gul) Gy o 
Sade ee. 
e The angels were created from light, 
e Iblis was created from smokeless fire, and 


e Adam was created from that which has 
been described to you. 
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When matters are crucial, every vessel leaks that which 
it contains and is betrayed by its true nature. Iblis used 
to do what the angels did and resembled them in their 
devotion and worship, so he was included when they 
were addressed, but he disobeyed and went against 
what he was told to do. So Allah points out here that he 
was one of the Jinn, i.e., he was created from fire, as He 
says elsewhere: 


I am better than he. You created me from fire, 
and You created him from clay. (38:76) 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 


"Iblis was not one of the angels, not even for a 
second. He was the origin of the Jinn just as 
Adam, upon him be peace, was the origin of 
mankind." 


This was narrated by Ibn Jarir with a Sahih chain. 
he disobeyed the command of his Lord. 


meaning by stepping beyond the bounds of 
obedience to Allah. 


Fisq (disobeying) implies going out or stepping 
beyond. When the date emerges from its flower, 
the verb used in Arabic is Fasaqat; the same 
verb is used to describe a mouse coming out of 
its hole when it comes out to do damage. 


Then Allah says, rebuking those who follow and obey 
Iblis: 


sae GiB Oe OAT SI AEN 45 al 


Will you then take him and his offspring as protectors 
and helpers rather than Me! 


meaning, instead of Me. 
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Bae o 


. ge ak] ad 5 388 
while they are enemies to you, 
This is why Allah says: 
(e+) Way yelled Gc... 
What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers. 


This is like the Ayah in Surah Ya Sin where, after 
mentioning the Resurrection and its terrors, and the 
ultimate end of the blessed and the doomed, Allah then 
says: 
BES ARPAS 
(It will be said): "And O you the criminals! Get 
you apart this Day (from the believers). until; alii 
oá gis (Did you not then understand). 
(36:59-62) 


Cees 


EDENS PETA 
OA RAR OTT 


D 


18:51 They did not witness the creation of the 
heavens and the earth nor their own creation, nor 
did I take those who mislead as ` Adudan. 











The gods of the Idolators did not witness the Creation o 
anything, not even Themselves 





Allah says: 
e? agii aif (sik W, ye Ul, aN gall (gS agiagi ú 
They did not witness the creation of the heavens and the 


earth nor their own creation, 
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Allah says that these whom you take as helpers 
instead of Me are creatures just like you. They do 
not possess anything and did not witness the 
creation of heaven and earth, because they did 
not exist at that time.' 


Allah says, “I am the One Who independently and 
exclusively creates and controls all things, and I 
have no partner, associate or advisor in that.’ 


As Allah says: 
csi da le cy ght Y afl DÀ C pie pl le f 
agia ål Gy T i ya Gagi gl Gy oa Y A V5 Spel 
Jie U4 
4) OM (yal Y] Sate Aa GE YT, 
Say: "Call upon those you claim besides Allah, 
they possess not even a speck of dust in the 
heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share 


in either, nor is there for Him any assistant 
among them. 


Intercession with Him profits not except for him 
whom He permits. (34:22-23) 


Similarly Allah says here: 

wac gba Mae Gk Le's 
nor did I take those who mislead as ~ Adudan. 
Malik said: 


"Assistants." 


ATPASES ET 
18:52 And (remember) the Day He will say: "Call 


those (so-called) partners of Mine whom you 
claimed." 








EN yo ene ae we Ie to] 
ge agin leas ag] | satin 


Then they will cry unto them, but they will not 
answer them, and We shall put Mawbiq between 
them. 


el 


Tee Pn USP RAAT 


18:53 And the criminals shall see the Fire and 
apprehend that they are to fall therein. 


BONA CONF 


And they will find no way of escape from it. 


Their Partners are not able to respond and the Criminals are 
brought to the Fire 


Allah tells; 





And (remember) the Day He will say: 


Allah tells us how He will address the idolators on the 
Day of Resurrection before all of creation, rebuking and 
scolding them, 


Call those (so-called) partners of Mine whom you 
claimed. 


meaning, in the world. Call them today to save 
you from the situation you are in! 


Allah says: 
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And truly, you have come unto Us alone as We 
created you the first time. You have left what you 
were given behind your backs and We do see not 
with you your intercessors whom you claimed 
were your partners. Now all relations between 
you and them have been cut off, and all that you 
used to claim has vanished from you. (6:94) 


a Pal hatg i Aei., 
Then they will cry unto them, but they will not answer 
them. 
As Allah says: 
agl Í gua al ad so a8 aSclS 5 1 cal Us, 


And it will be said (to them): "Call upon those 
partners of yours," then they will call upon them, 
but they will not answer them. (28: 64) 


And the Ayah: 
al Cuaig Y oye alll 93 Ge 985 Gree Snel U's 


And who is more astray than one who calls others 
besides Allah, such as will not answer him. (46:5) 
Until the end of the two Ayat; 


And: 
Fe pal AS See ald od oa l 
Vesa pele sh Sis pains Gs ABs SS 
And they have taken gods besides Allah, that they 
may grant them honor. Nay, but they will deny 


their worship of them, and become opponents to 
them. (19:81-82) 


(2%) Lise ii Gba... 
and We shall put Mawbiq between them. 


Ibn Abbas, Qatadah and others said: 
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"Destruction." 


The meaning is that Allah is stating that these idolators 
will have no way of reaching the gods they claimed in 
this world. He will separate them in the Hereafter and 
neither party will have any means of reaching the other. 
There will be devastation, great horrors and other 
terrible things in between them. 


Abdullah bin Amr understood the pronoun in the phrase 
"between them" to refer to the believers and the 
disbelievers, meaning that the people of guidance and 
the people of misguidance will be separated. 


This then is like the Ayat: 
ES ETEA ET 
And on the Day when the Hour will be established 
-- that Day shall (all men) be separated. (30:14) 
Uia iy 
On that Day men shall be divided. (30:43) 
Od GI EA I E 


(It will be said), "And O you the criminals! Get 
you apart this Day (from the believers). (36:59) 


Al SIS Sah Gal U ae aA Fy 

agin ÚD A EE 
And on the Day when We shall gather them all 
together, then We shall say to those who joined 
partners, "Stop in your place! You and your 


partners." Then We shall separate between 
them... until, 


Os A l E G aie ag 


And what they invented will vanish from them. 
(10:28-30) 


Then Allah says: 
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Ue gl ge eel | sted SUG Xe yall cs 


And the criminals shall see the Fire and apprehend that 
they are to fall therein. 


meaning when they see Hell with their own eyes, since it 
is being dragged forth by seventy thousand reins, pee 
pulled by seventy thousand angels. When, cage jel whys 
Ju) (the criminals shall see the Fire), they will realize 
that they cannot escape being thrown into it, and that 
will only intensify their anxiety and distress, because the 
anticipation and fear of punishment is in itself a real 
punishment. 


(OY) Úa Lyte | stad ally... 
And they will find no way of escape from it. 


means, they will have no way of fleeing, it will be 
inevitable. 


ELR aa a a ip 
ee ay 


18:54 And indeed We have given every kind of 
example in this Qur'an for mankind. But, man is 
ever more quarrelsome than anything. 


Examples put forth in the Qur'an 


Allah says, 


pig SST Cad Sy (IS cae Al) JAD Sh ja 
(o¢) Use 








And indeed We have given every kind of example in this 
Qur'an for mankind. But, man is ever more quarrelsome 
than anything. 
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Allah says, “In this Qur'an, We have explained to 
mankind and given clear details of matters so that they 
will not stray from the truth or be misled from the path 
of guidance. Despite this explanation, man is very 
quarrelsome and opposes truth with falsehood,’ except 
for those whom Allah guides to the path of salvation. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ali bin Abi Talib said that; 


the Messenger of Allah came to visit him and 
Fatima, the daughter of Allah's Messenger at 
night, and said, 


f yatai f 
Are you not going to pray? 


I said, "O Messenger of Allah, our souls are in the 
Hand of Allah. If He wills to wake us, He will wake 
us." 


When I said that, he went away without 
returning. 


Then I heard him as he was walking away, 
slapping his thigh and saying, 


Use pie S aN ES... 


But, man is ever more quarrelsome than 
anything." 


It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs. 


EE ETEA KAAR ee Sherry 
pW rear Re we A rw Bf a 


18:55 And nothing prevents men from believing, 
while the guidance has come to them, and from 
asking forgiveness of their Lord, except that the 
ways of the ancients be repeated with them, or the 
torment be brought to them face to face. 
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- cee agen eS & ea one. pi TE RA 
CDT DEADIN ET, 
18:56 And We send not the Messengers except as 

bearers of good news and warners. 


cen rei i ewan | es tu recs es) Gep 
EE AEST 


But those who disbelieve, argue with falsehood, in 
order to refute the truth thereby. And they take My 
Ayat and that which they are warned for jest! 











The Rebellion of the Disbelievers 


Allah tells: 
ve PE Sy BG Aea Y i J Lull Ley 
And nothing prevents men from believing, while the 


guidance has come to them, and from asking forgiveness 
of their Lord, 


Allah tells us about the rebellion of the disbelievers in 
ancient times and in more recent times, and how they 
rejected the obvious truth even when they witnessed 
clear signs and proofs. Nothing stopped them from 
following the truth except their demand to witness with 
their own eyes the punishment which they were being 
warned about. As some of them said to their Prophet: 


Gal Gye Ck Gy) cle) Gye WLS Lite Lat 
So cause a piece of the heaven to fall on us, if 
you are of the truthful! (26:187) 
Others said: 
Creal Ge Gif Gall) Gly Lath 
Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are one of 
the truthful. (29:29) 
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The Quraysh said: 


Ce Blas Gie hili laie Gye Gall “gh Jae IS ol eetl 
aa hes BI f pL 


O Allah! If this is indeed the truth from You, then 
rain down stones on us from the sky or bring 
upon us a painful torment. (8:32) 


DA g EU e U i Gih TE 

aial yo CaS o KSLA Usb Leg 

And they say: "O you to whom the Reminder has 
been sent down! Verily, you are a mad man! Why 


do you not bring angels to us if you are of the 
truthful!" (15:6-7) 


There are other Ayat referring to the same thing. 
Then Allah says: 
OND 8 pests of) . 


except that the ways of the ancients be repeated with 
them, 


meaning, their overwhelming punishment, 
destroying every last one of them. 


(e°) U8 ad ab... 


or the torment be brought to them face to face. 


they see it with their own eyes, being directly 
confronted with it. 


Then Allah says: 
vo CBS Oa Se UY Gala jd U G 
And We send not the Messengers except as bearers of 


good news and warners. 


96 


before the punishment they give good news to 
those who believe in them and follow them, and 
warnings to those who reject them and oppose 
them. 


Then Allah tells us about the disbelievers: 
we 8S Oadll Dates... 
But those who disbelieve, argue 
ve Gall 43 | sana Dbl 
with falsehood, in order to refute the truth thereby. 


they try to weaken the truth that the Messengers 
brought, but they cannot achieve that. 


(07) Vs 58 Vs pail Uery SUN | N... 


And they take My Ayat and that which they are warned 
for jest! 


they take the proof, evidence and miracles sent 
with the Messengers to warn them, and make 
them fear the punishment; 


19358 (as a jest and mockery), 


and they make fun of them, which is the 
worst type of disbelief. 


EAA oS ESTE Seer ney 


ee ear) Úa 


18:57 And who does more wrong than he who is 
reminded of the Ayat (signs) of his Lord, but turns 
away from them, forgetting what his hands have 
sent forth. 
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ETEEN keer pe Ree) 
Truly, We have set over their hearts Akinnah, lest 


they should understand this (the Qur'an), and in 
their ears, deafness. 


CRS RP Ve pg TPR Ys ee 


And if you call them to guidance, even then they 
will never be guided. 


O TRGS A 
18:58 And your Lord is Most Ree Owner of 
mercy. 


Bes wel Ss ca 2) EK hl A 


SUB yo 4499 Cpe J gtad cyl 


Were He to call them to account for what they have 
earned, then surely, He would have hastened their 
punishment. But they have their appointed time, 
beyond which they will find no escape. 


ard ee A - 7 3 ee ie ae ee E Cas T 
18:59 And these towns, We destroyed them when 


they did wrong. And We appointed a fixed time for 
their destruction. 





The Worst People are Those Who turn away after being 





Allah says, 


And who does more wrong than he who is reminded of 
the Ayat (signs) of his Lord, but turns away from them, 
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Allah says, ‘Who among My creatures does more 
wrong than one who is reminded of the signs of 
Allah then turns away from them,' i.e., ignores 
them and does not listen or pay attention to 
them. 


1 BN Le gay, 
forgetting what his hands have sent forth. 
means, bad deeds and evil actions. 
Truly, We have set over their hearts, 


means, the hearts of these people, 


Akinnah, 
means, coverings. 
n o c n.. 


lest they should understand this, 


means, so that they will not understand this 
Qur'an and its clear Message. 


a E aI Fy... 
and in their ears, deafness. 


means that they will be deaf in an abstract way, 
to guidance. 


(OV) I A I ai lB KI A EÉ A... 


And if you call them to guidance, even then they will 


never be guided. 

a E a a E 

And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of mercy. 
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means, ‘your Lord, O Muhammad, is forgiving 
and has great mercy. ' 


CASA aed aad | pau Ley eb al’oi “sl 


Were He to call them to account for what they have 
earned, then surely, He would have hastened their 
punishment. 


This is like the Ayah: 
a Gye a eb Cle SA I gi Voy (pall) ai) Bats “I, 


And if Allah were to punish men for that which 
they earned, He would not leave a moving 
creature on the surface of the earth. (35:45) 


atl eb) Os aed le Lill see I tO 
ileal] 
But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for 


mankind in spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, 
your Lord is (also) severe in punishment. (13:6) 


And there are many Ayat which say the same 
thing. 


Then Allah tells us that He is patient, He conceals faults and 
forgives sins. He may guide some of them from wrongdoing to 
true guidance, and whoever continues in his evil ways, then 
there will come to him a Day when infants will turn grey and 
every pregnant female will shed her load. 


He says: 
(OA) Us'g0 3 99 Cy | gta Gl Sess pel Uo... 


But they have their appointed time, beyond which they 
will find no escape. 


meaning, they will find no way out. 


1 fll Cal ASSIA 5 
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And these towns, We destroyed them when they did 
wrong. 


This refers to earlier nations in times past; ‘We 
destroyed them because of their stubborn 
disbelief.’ 


And We appointed a fixed time for their destruction. 


“We appointed for them a set time limit, not to 
be increased or decreased. The same applies to 
you, O idolators, so beware or what happened to 
them will happen to you too, for you have 
rejected the noblest Messenger and greatest 
Prophet, and you are not dearer to Us than them, 
so fear My punishment and wrath. ' 


ee ec oe eae DEO ETT oF 
EOB 


18:60 And (remember) when Musa said to his boy- 
servant: "I will not give up until I reach the junction 
of the two seas or a Huqub passes." 


as Cee eee ec? Pa ae ea Ca D3 
ea A A . A 
EK AN NV AAt 
ESED 


18:61 But when they reached the junction of the 
two seas, they forgot their fish, and it took its way 
through the sea as in a tunnel. 


Caa aa e G 
Ever ews 
18:62 So when they passed further on, Musa said to 


his boy-servant: "Bring us our morning meal; truly, 
we have suffered Nasaban in this, our journey." 
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ap Rarer Eee OT kee gO 

E E 
18:63 He said: "Do you remember when we betook 
ourselves to the rock I indeed forgot the fish; none 


but Shaytan made me forget to remember it. It took 
its course into the sea in a strange (way)!" 


UOC ROT) Pa CRY CY MUR ERO WEL EWa)e| 


18:64 (Musa) said: "That is what we have been 
seeking." So they went back retracing their 
footsteps. 


GENRES eee Set Rene Beant Ree 


2 GIR | 
Lake Lal Cys 
18:65 Then they found one of Our servants, on 


whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom 
We had taught knowledge from Us. 





The Story of Musa and Al-Khidr 


Allah tells: 


And (remember) when Musa said to his boy-servant: 


The reason for Musa's conversation with the boy-servant, 
Yusha` bin Nun, was that he had been told about one of 
the servants of Allah at the junction of the two seas, who 
had knowledge which Musa had not been granted, so he 
wanted to travel to meet him. So he said to that boy- 
servant of his: 
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I will not give up, 
meaning, I will keep on traveling, 
until I reach the junction of the two seas, 
meaning, the place where the two seas met. 
(V+) Ges cuca “sl 
or a Huqub passes. 


meaning, even if I have to travel for a very long 
time. 


Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him) said, 


"Some of the scholars of the Arabic language said 
that Huqub means a year in the dialect of (the 
tribe of) Qays," 


then he narrated that Abdullah bin Amr said, 
"Huqub means eighty years." 
Mujahid said, "Seventy years." 
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas said that; 
it means a lifetime. 
Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said likewise. 
But when they reached the junction of the two seas, they 
forgot their fish, 


He had been commanded to carry a salted fish with him, 
and it had been said to him, when you lose the fish, that 
will be a sign that you have reached the right place. So 
they set out and traveled until they reached the junction 
of the two seas, where there was a spring called ` Ayn 
Al-Hayat (the Spring of Life). 
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They went to sleep there, and the fish felt the drops of 
that water, so it came back to life. It was in a vessel with 
Yusha’, upon him be peace, and it jumped out of the 
vessel towards the sea. Yusha’ woke up and the fish fell 
into the water and started to swim through the water, 
leaving a track or channel behind it. 


Allah said: 
(O) Ga AA Uae SHB 
and it took its way through the sea as in a tunnel. 
meaning, like going through a tunnel on land. 
Ibn Jurayj said, 


"Ibn Abbas said, `It left a trace as if it were a 
rock." 


„. Ga ÚB 
So when they had passed further on, 
means, past the place where they had forgotten the fish. 


Forgetfulness is attributed to them both even 
though it was actually Yusha` who forgot. 


This is like the Ayah: 
ANa i Ghia 
Out of them both come out pearl and 
coral. (55:22), 


although they come from the salt water, 
according to one of the two opinions. 


When they had passed one stage beyond the 
place where they had forgotten the fish, 


L a G a GG UG Sad 


(Musa) said to his boy-servant: “Bring us our morning 
meal; truly, we have suffered in this, our journey, 
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meaning, their journey beyond the place where 
they should have stopped. 


(Av) Gui, 
Nasaban, 
means, exhaustion. 
UH Agila Uaiy co gall Cos A135 fa QW I I GALI U8 


80 yf Olt 


He said: “Do you remember when we betook ourselves 
to the rock I indeed forgot the fish; none but Shaytan 
made me forget to remember it...” 


Then he said, 


It took its course, 
meaning its path, 
(1Y) Gee all a. 
. AKG UE 


“into the sea in a strange (way)!” 
(Musa) said: “That is what we have been seeking.” 
meaning, this is what we have been looking for. 
(15) Uai a i le | 8, 
So they went back, retracing their footsteps. 
Úle É oa Ei Únie (ys Aaa’ sill Uae (Yo ie Nag 
(1%) 


Then they found one of Our servants, on whom We had 
bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught 
knowledge from Us. 
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This was Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, as is indicated by 
the authentic Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of 
Allah. 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Sa`id bin Jubayr said, 


“I said to Ibn Abbas: `Nawf Al-Bikali claims that 
Musa, the companion of Al-Khidr was not the 
Musa of the Children of Israel.’ 


Ibn `Abbas said, `The enemy of Allah has told a 
lie.” 


Ubayy bin Ka`b narrated that he heard the Messenger of 
Allah say, 


Gabel úl ie Ui al oh od Las Alb ia a C 
úf -Ja 
ail ahd Sg ala ale l i 
ia ai h a a ie d a A a 
$49 gl EK CO G iaga 
“ged Ca gal) Oa CS «FR AR G A Ra AE a 
Cp aati gh ol aa GAN, GILY af «Ka Abad ba ab 
Giuse Gay D aal i a Se call ale 55 oi 
cod edad 4s FAS RA 8 At) aly GG 
Cae geal (8 Als G al 
qail She ale “jad ce all AG a aall ie a 
Ags WAT TL oy Oo) Atlee (nd EL E 
Lagat s Log’: 
rola) os yo SUE AI Gye GIS 14) a 
ued Ie Gps Cpe dl SD Ie 
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Musa got up to deliver a speech before the 
Children of Israel and he was asked, “Who is the 
most learned person among the people?” 


Musa replied, “I am.” 


Allah rebuked him because he did not refer the 
knowledge to Allah. 


So Allah revealed to him: “At the junction of the 
two seas there is a servant of Ours who is more 
learned than you.” 


Musa asked, “O my Lord, how can I meet him?” 


Allah said, “Take a fish and put it in a vessel and 
then set out, and where you lose the fish, you will 
find him.” 


So Musa took a fish, put it in a vessel and set out, 
along with his boy-servant Yusha’ bin Nun, peace 
be upon him, till they reached a rock (on which) 
they both lay down their heads and slept. The fish 
moved vigorously in the vessel and got out of it 
and fell into the sea and there it took its way 
through the sea (straight) as in a tunnel. 


Allah stopped the flow of water on both sides of 
the way created by the fish, and so that way was 
like a tunnel. 


When Musa got up, his companion forgot to tell 
him about the fish, and so they carried on their 
journey during the rest of the day and the whole 
night. 


The next morning Musa said to his boy-servant, 


“Bring us our morning meal; truly, we 
have suffered much fatigue in this, our 
journey.” 


Musa did not get tired till he had passed the place 
that Allah had ordered him to look for. His boy- 
servant then said to him, 
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Lig Gol Cad AB all ME Y 
Atata n 89 of hn i a 


“Do you remember when we betook 
ourselves to the rock I indeed forgot the 
fish; none but Shaytan made me forget to 
remember it. It took its course into the sea 
in a strange way.” 


There was a tunnel for the fish and Musa and his 
boy-servant were amazed. Musa said, 


Laai La tile Te 98 AS UK A 
“That is what we have been seeking.” So 


they went back retracing their footsteps.” 


So they went back retracing their steps until they 
reached the rock. There they found a man 
covered with a garment. 


Musa greeted him. 


Al-Khidr said, “Is there such a greeting in your 
land!” 


Musa said, “I am Musa.” 


He said, “Are you the Musa of the Children of 
Israel?” 


Musa said, “Yes,” and added, “I have come to you 
so that you may teach me something of that 
knowledge which you have been taught.” 


Í a (oes Quad l É G 


Al-Khidr said, “You will not be able to have 
patience with me. 


O Musa! I have some of Allah’s knowledge which 
He has bestowed upon me but you do not know 
it; and you too, have some of Allah’s knowledge 
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which He has bestowed upon you, but I do not 
know it.” 


Musa said, 
yal GM eae Ys Fale Af CLS Gide 
“If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will 
not disobey you in aught.” 
Al-Khidr said to him, 
Sia al at AG ot ye LS a 8 


“Then, if you follow me, ask me not about 
anything till I myself mention it to you.” 


So they set out walking along the shore, until a 
boat passed by and they asked the crew to let 
them go on board. 


The crew recognized Al-Khidr and allowed them to 
go on board free of charge. 


When they went on board, suddenly Musa saw 
that Al-Khidr had pulled out one of the planks of 
the ship with an adz. 


Musa said to him, “These people gave us a free 
ride, yet you have broken their boat so that its 
people will drown! 


Verily, you have done a terrible thing! 
| ae (one Qa of al) Ul al a 


“Al-Khidr said, “Did I not tell you, that you would 
not be able to have patience with me!” 


Foe ssl Oe oli’ T Guy Ley Sal's YE 
Musa said, “Call me not to account for what I 


forgot and be not hard upon me for my affair 
(with you).”’ 
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The Messenger of Allah said, 


In the first instance, Musa asked Al-Khidr because 
he had forgotten his promise. 


Then a bird came and sat on the edge of the 
boat, dipping its beak once or twice in the sea. Al- 
Khidr said to Musa, “My knowledge and your 
knowledge, in comparison to Allah’s knowledge, is 
like what this bird has taken out of the sea.” 


Then they both disembarked from the boat, and 
while they were walking on the shore, Al-Khidr 
saw a boy playing with other boys. 


Al-Khidr took hold of the boy’s head and pulled it 
off with his hands, killing him. 


Musa said to him, 

Btn E Uï arif ju ana CE lal Ja) EN Lelia 
{oS tis Gay 3 “ial (ua 

“Have you killed an innocent person who had 


killed none! Verily, you have committed a thing 
Nukr!” 


Ija ra ai at al Us otf Ue 


He said, “Did I not tell you that you would not be 
able to have patience with me” 


(The narrator) said, "The second blame was 

stronger than the first one". 

cl Oye CT BE tin ad 98 Lad 6 Oh ye Gt Gy) Jú 
cj Pla (etal eet. áy â Jaf t Ñy Aa GLG f jac 


Lakh of hh Tia lei Kaai Gah iai 
Musa said, "If I ask you anything after this, keep 
me not in your company; you have received an 
excuse from me." Then they both proceeded until 
they came to the people of a town. They asked 
them for food but they refused to entertain them. 
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Sa’ 


(Then) they found there a wall on the point of 
falling down. 


(Al-Khidr) set it up straight with his own hands. 
os Ta Lgtal Uae! åy Â Jaf wi jy EN “lú 
AJA aat Gaig o h Taa pd IS 8 La ld 
Í a Atle GAY Gs 
Musa said, "We came to these people, but they 
neither fed us nor received us as guests. If you 


had wished, surely, you could have taken wages 
for it!" 


A A a as A G oia GA RA A 
Des 


(Al-Khidr) said: "This is the parting between you 
and I. I will tell you the interpretation of (those) 
things over which you were unable to be patient." 


The Messenger of Allah said: 

Lan i ta Gie Ail Guay He he YS ays Uf as, 
We wish that Musa was patient so that Allah 
would have told us more about both of them. 

id bin Jubayr said: 
"Ibn Abbas used to recite (Ayah no. 79), 

Vine date dis US AG Gls Beall K 
There was a king before them who seized every 


good-conditioned ship by force. 


and (Ayah no 80) 


Cpe’ Bl gh GIy FAS ISS BURN Al", 


As for the boy, he was a disbeliever and his 
parents were believers. 
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Then (in another narration) Al-Bukhari recorded a similar 
account which says: 


.. then Musa set out and with him was his boy- 
servant Yusha’ bin Nun, and they had the fish 
with them. When they reached the rock, they 
camped there, and Musa lay down his head and 
slept. At the base of the rock there was a spring 
called Al-Hayat; its water never touched a thing 
but it brought it to life. Some of its water touched 
the fish, so it began to move and jumped out of 
the vessel and into the sea. When he woke up, 
Musa said to his boy-servant: 


Bring us our morning meal. 
Then he quoted the rest of the Hadith. 


Then a bird came and perched on the edge of the 
ship, and dipped its beak in the sea, and Al-Khidr 
said to Musa, 


"My knowledge and your knowledge and the 
knowledge of all of creation, in comparison to the 
knowledge of Allah, is like what this bird has 
taken from the sea." 


Then he mentioned the rest of the report. 


ea AVA E PA RO T RO PPNTA NSE 


rea 
Fad 


18:66 Musa said to him: "May I follow you so that 
you teach me something of that knowledge which 
you have been taught (by Allah)!" 


ae Aas 2 a 4 “sity - WS 
BOIDAE 
18:67 He said: "Verily, you will not be able to have 
patience with me!" 
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Cee ao 5 = 2 o ok? ae 
18:68 "And how can you have patience about a 
thing which you know not!" 


BARC ee eign cer tl panes EATS E 
18:69 Musa said: “If Allah wills, you will find me 


patient, and I will not disobey you in aught." 


daal A P E E E EE ENSE 
Sree 

18:70 He said: "Then, if you follow me, ask me not 

about anything till I myself mention of it to you." 





Musa meeting with Al-Khidr and accompanying Hi 


Allah tells us what Musa said to that learned man, who was Al- 
Khidr. He was one to whom Allah had given knowledge that He 
had not given to Musa, just as He had given Musa knowledge 
that He had not given to Al-Khidr. 


Musa said to him: "May I follow you..." 


This is a question phrased in gentle terms, with 
no sense of force or coercion. This is the manner 
in which the seeker of knowledge should address 
the scholar. 


(I follow you) 


means, I accompany you and spend time 
with you. 


so that you teach me something of that knowledge which 
you have been taught. 
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meaning, teach me something from that which 
Allah has taught you so that I may be guided by it 
and learn something beneficial and do righteous 
deeds. 


At this point, 


He said, 
meaning, Al-Khidr said to Musa, 
(XY) Vk (oes aS Of tl 
Verily, you will not be able to have patience with me! 


meaning, ‘You will not be able to accompany with 
me when you see me doing things that go against 
your law, because I have knowledge from Allah 
that He has not taught you, and you have 
knowledge from Allah that He has not taught me. 
Each of us has responsibilities before Allah that 
the other does not share, and you will not be able 
to stay with me,' 


CA GA abet lh ole bist US, 
And how can you have patience about a thing which you 
know not! 


‘For I know that you will denounce me justifiably, 
but I have knowledge of Allah's wisdom and the 
hidden interests which I can see but you cannot.' 


da 
He said, 
meaning, Musa said: 
wo Voila Ail SLi o Shatin. 
If Allah wills, you will find me patient, 
with whatever I see of your affairs, 
(19) Cid eN uit Uy 
and I will not disobey you in aught. 
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means, ‘I will not go against you in anything.’ 


At that point, Al-Khidr, upon him be peace, set a 
condition: 


Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything, 


do not initiate any discussion of the matter, 


till I myself mention of it to you. 


meaning, ‘until I initiate the discussion, before 
you ask me about it.' 


CEASE 


18:71 So they both proceeded, till, when they 
boarded the boat, he (Khidr) damaged it. 


WREE Ea ES EENE 


Musa said: "Have you damaged it wherein its people 
will drown! Verily, you have committed a thing 
Imr." 


BOEIEN AE 
18:72 He said: "Did I not tell you, that you would 
not be able to have patience with me!" 


CNS TE SD Petree ESD BOC 
ee 


18:73 He said: "Call me not to account for what I 
forgot, and be not hard upon me for my affair (with 


you)." 
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Damaging the Boa 
Allah tells: 
GAI GAA GE I OE Ga a 8 US I) A G 


So they both proceeded, till, when they boarded the 
boat, he (Khidr) damaged it. 


Musa said: "Have you damaged it wherein its people will 
drown! 


Allah tells us that Musa and his companion Al-Khidr set 
out having come to an agreement and reached an 
understanding. Al-Khidr had made the condition that 
Musa should not ask him about anything he found 
distasteful until he himself initiated the discussion and 
offered an explanation. So they went on board the ship, 
as described in the Hadith quoted above -- the crew 
recognized Al-Khidr and let them ride on board free of 
charge, as an honor to Al-Khidr. 


When the boat took them out to sea and they were far 
from the shore, Al-Khidr got up and damaged the boat, 
pulling out one of its planks and then patching it up 
again. 


Musa, peace be upon him, could not restrain himself 
from denouncing him, so he said: (ts) g AH! Ksi (Have 
you damaged it wherein its people will drown). 


The grammatical structure of the sentence in Arabic 
implies that this was the consequence, not the purpose, 
of his action. 


(V)) Fo) CES a 38., 
Verily, you have committed a thing Imr. 
About “Imr', Mujahid said: 
"An evil thing." 
Qatadah said, 
"An astounding thing." 


At this point, reminding him of the previously agreed 
condition, 
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He (Al-Khidr) said: Did I not tell you, that you would not 
be able to have patience with me! 


meaning, ‘this thing that I did deliberately is one 
of the things I told you not to denounce me for, 
because you do not know the full story, and there 
is a reason and purpose for it that you do not 
know about.' 


He (Musa) said: Call me not to account for what I forgot, 
and be not hard upon me for my affair (with you). 


meaning, ‘do not be harsh with me.' 


Hence it says in the Hadith quoted above from the 
Messenger of Allah: 


Was (chs ga Lye GA IS 


In the first instance, Musa asked Al-Khidr because 
he had forgotten his promise. 


PMY Vom OT NLD SE 


18:74 Then they both proceeded till they met a boy, 
and he (Khidr) killed him. 


Í 4 Cak O E e o E É Sears nett Jú 
alee AFSNIT it aD) 


Musa said: "Have you killed an innocent person 
without Nafs! Verily, you have committed a thing 
Nukr!" 


BoT e vet WELK ELLOS all BE 
18:75 He said: "Did I not tell you that you can have 
no patience with me!"' 
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Grea RC pCR Oe KD CRE re es SC. epee 


18:76 He said: "If I ask you anything after this, 
keep me not in your company, you have received an 
excuse from me." 


The Story of killing the Boy 


Allah tells: 








.., lila 
Then they both proceeded, 
means, after the first incident, 
, Ate GUE Gl 1) 
till they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed him. 


It has been stated previously that this boy was playing 
with other boys in one of the towns, and that Al-Khidr 
deliberately singled him out. He was the finest and most 
handsome of them all, and Al-Khidr killed him. When 
Musa, peace be upon him, saw that he denounced him 
even more fervently than in the first case, and said 
hastily: 
a O La Cas OB. 
He (Musa) said: Have you killed an innocent person, 
meaning, a young person who had not yet 
committed any sin or done anything wrong, yet 
you killed him 
without Nafs, 
with no reason for killing him. 
(Vs) ISS Us Cte ii., 
Verily, you have committed a thing Nukr'! 
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meaning, something that is clearly evil. 
(Vo) I jie cgace foaled of aly al GS ot 


He said: "Did I not tell you that you can have no 
patience with me!" 


Once again, Al-Khidr reiterates the condition set 
in the first place, so Musa says to him: 


n GI p e a y Ja 
He said: If I ask you anything after this, 


meaning, ‘if I object to anything else you do 
after this,' 


(VX) ae coal ge Ge a tt th 
keep me not in your company, you have received an 
excuse from me. 

“you have accepted my apology twice.' 


Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn Abbas that Ubayy bin Ka’ b 
said: 


"Whenever the Prophet mentioned anyone, he 
would pray for himself first. One day he said: 


pet Arle ae Gl ‘Legs ces ile ai) 4s) 
J6 4ST «all 
Oe CED iala B AI p i oe E o 
Veg 
May the mercy of Allah be upon us and upon 


Musa. If he had stayed with his companion he 
would have seen wonders, but he said, 


“If I ask you anything after this, keep me 
not in your company, you have received 
an excuse from me." 
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aria VORRETE MEN el 


oy See. HA ITET 


18:77 Then they both proceeded till when they 
came to the people of a town, they asked them for 
food, but they refused to entertain them. Then they 
found therein a wall about to collapse and he set it 
up straight. 


Nir urea rea E 


(Musa) said: "If you had wished, surely you could 
have taken wages for it!" 


SERTE O TEE SEESE 
aan 


18:78 He said: "This is the parting between you and 
I, I will tell you the interpretation of (those) things 
over which you were not able to be patient." 





The Story of repairing the Wall 


Allah tells: 


they both proceeded, 


after the first two instances, 


till when they came to the people of a town, 
Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn Sirin that this was Al-Aylah. 
According to the Hadith; 


al) 48 at Ga) a) Ss 
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When they came there, the people of the town 
were mean. i.e., miserly. 


oaii OF i olan Lead Ia gh Lek gts GJ Il Uta) Le 
„åt 
they asked them for food, but they refused to entertain 


them. Then they found therein a wall about to collapse 
and he (Khidr) set it up straight. 


means, he fixed it so it was standing upright 
properly. 


We have already seen in the Hadith quoted above that 
he set it up with his own hands, supporting it until it was 
standing straight again, which is something 
extraordinary. 
At this point, 

(Yy) BA ale cau ci d a... 
(Musa) said: If you had wished, surely you could have 
taken wages for it! 


meaning, because they did not entertain us as 
guests, you should not have worked for them for 
free. 
a EEs sth GIA Ne 
He said: "This is the parting between you and I, 


meaning, because you said after the boy was 
killed that if you asked me anything after that, 
you would not accompany me any further. So this 
is the parting of the ways between me and you. 


Drs iit 
I will tell you the interpretation, 
meaning explanation, 
(VA) Vine aie bt I Ue. 


of (those) things over which you were not able to be 
patient. 
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SCE oP Cet een rec crm ir 
AO Enr ENAN ABTT SASS) 


18:79 "As for the boat, it belonged to poor people 
working in the sea. So I wished to make a defective 
damage in it, as there was a king behind them who 
seized every boat by force." 











Interpretations of why the Ship was damaged 


Khidr gives the explanation of his actions: 


OSs Cenc y f GU AN BO gles Stee) CS A 
(v8) Goad ai US SAG Ube abel ys 


"As for the boat, it belonged to poor people working in 
the sea. So I wished to make a defective damage in it, 
as there was a king behind them who seized every boat 
by force." 


This is an explanation of what Musa found so hard to 
understand, and the appearance of which he 
condemned. 


Allah showed Al-Khidr the hidden reasons, so he said, 


"I damaged the ship to make it faulty, because 
they used to pass by a king who was one of the 
oppressors, who Aids Js 3G (seized every e 
i.e., every good, sound boat Ga (by force). ` 

I wanted to prevent him from taking this boat z 
making it appear faulty, so that its poor owners 
who had nothing else could benefit from it.' 


It was also said that they were orphans. 


122 


Ce TORS Te Ie Peo nee 
Bice 
18:80 "And as for the boy, his parents were 


believers, and we feared he would oppress them by 
rebellion and disbelief." 


SS FS SL rhe AANE 
OS 


18:81 "So we intended that their Lord should 
exchange him for them for one better in 
righteousness and nearer to mercy." 





Interpretation of why the Boy was killed 


Khidr explains about his second action: 


"And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we 
feared he would oppress them by rebellion and 
disbelief." 


Ibn Abbas narrated from Ubayy bin Ka’b that the 
Prophet said: 


The boy Al-Khidr killed was destined to be a 


disbeliever from the day he was created. 


It was recorded by Ibn Jarir from Ibn Abbas. He said: 

(his parents were 
believers, and we feared he would oppress them by 
rebellion and disbelief). 


Their love for him might make them follow him in 
disbelief. 
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Qatadah said, 


"His parents rejoiced when he was born and 
grieved for him when he was killed. If he had 
stayed alive, he would have been the cause of 
their doom. So let a man be content with the 
decree of Allah, for the decree of Allah for the 
believer, if he dislikes it, is better for him than if 
He were to decree something that he likes for 
him." 


An authentic Hadith says; 
ANS US W clad a aal À pi U 


Allah does not decree anything for the believer 
except it is good for him. 


And Allah says: 

Sl Ss phy RT A SS OI ce’ 
and it may be that you dislike a thing which is 
good for you. (2:216) 


AV) Vain’) Os sil 81S aXe (8 “aga wlia cj Gy i 
) AU 9 0b) JaA j J 


So we intended that their Lord should exchange him for 
them for one better in righteousness and nearer to 
mercy. 


A child who was better than this one, a child for 
whom they would feel more compassion. 


This was the view of Ibn Jurayj. 


E 
EAA 


18:82 "And as for the wall, it belonged to two 
orphan boys in the town; and there was under it a 
treasure belonging to them; and their father was a 
righteous man, 
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e-o -7 E iC pa - CO, eo Fe EER EE a nee id Coa 3 
RON Gt SERS CINEE BOT oe BE METIS) eK ROS) 


and your Lord intended that they should attain their 
age of full strength and take out their treasure as a 
mercy from your Lord. 


EAEn 


And I did them not of my own accord. 


CE ° 4a rae = e k 
That is the interpretation of those (things) over 
which you could not be patient. 





OGE OO ANA ONETIES EE OOO EE 


Allah says, 


"And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in 
the town; and there was under it a treasure belonging to 
them; 


In this Ayah there is a proof that the word Qaryah 
(village) may be used to refer to a city (Madinah), 


because Allah first says, (till when they 
came to the people of a town (Qaryah)) (18:77), but 
here He says: (it belonged to 


two orphan boys in the town (Al-Madinah); 
This is like the Ayat: 


And many a town (Qaryah), stronger than your 
town which has driven you out We have 
destroyed. (47:13) 
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and; 
aie ED Ga ay le el Ia UB VAN A 


And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down 
to some great man of the two towns (AI- 
Qaryatayn)," (43:31) 


meaning Makkah and At-Ta’if. 
The meaning of the Ayah is: 


"I repaired this wall because it belonged to two 
orphan boys in the city, and underneath it was 
some treasure belonging to them." 


Ikrimah, Qatadah and others said, 


"Underneath it there was some wealth that was 
buried for them." 


This meaning is apparent from the context of the 
Ayah, and is the view chosen by Ibn Jarir (may 
Allah have mercy on him). 


„n alle Led OSs... 
their father was a righteous man, 


indicates that a righteous person's offspring will 
be taken care of, and that the blessing of his 
worship will extend to them in this world and in 
the Hereafter. This will occur through his 
intercession for them, as well as their status 
being raised to the highest levels of Paradise, so 
that he may find joy in them. This was stated in 
the Qur'an and reported in the Sunnah. 


Sa`id bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn Abbas: 


"They were taken care of because their father 
was a righteous man, although it is not stated 
that they themselves were righteous." 

„A GAE, A ats Of a aE, 


> 
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your Lord intended that they should attain their age of 
full strength and take out their treasure. 


Here will is attributed to Allah, the Exalted, 
because no one else is able to bring them to the 
age of full strength and puberty except Allah. 


In contrast, He said about the boy: Gas oi Gd 
BIS} Ads |S Legs (So we intended that their Lord 
should exchange him for them for one better in 
righteousness (18:81)) and concerning the ship: 
Qasi oi aü (So I wished to make a defective 
damage in it, (18:79)). 


And Allah knows best. 


Was Al-Khidr a Prophe 


Khidr tells, 
gal Ge aa Ley a, ofa. 


as a mercy from your Lord. And I did them not of my 
own accord. 


Meaning, “These three things that I did, come 
from the mercy of Allah for those we have 
mentioned, the crew of the ship, the parents of 
the boy and the two sons of the righteous man; I 
was only commanded to do these things that 
were enjoined upon me.' 


This is proof and evidence in support of those who say 
that Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, was a Prophet, along 
with the Ayah which we have already quoted: 


CA cys ales Gate fe Ha lise Take Ua Se NH 
Then they found one of Our servants, on whom 


We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We 
had taught knowledge from Us. (18:65) 
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Why he was called Al-Khidr 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Prophet said concerning Al- 
Khidr; 


sd be i La II LAN SILA Oe Ode BU ant LL 
af Bg Re 


He was called Al-Khidr because he sat on a barren 
Farwah that turned white, then it turned green 
(Khadra') beneath him. 


Imam Ahmad also recorded this from Abdur-Razzaq. 


It was also recorded in Sahih Al-Bukhari from Hammam from 
Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said, 


aó ye “es Ge Nb oA Cle Ud AU Teel Ss LY 
ao 


He was called Al-Khidr because he sat on a barren 
Farwah and it turned green (Khadra’) beneath him. 


The meaning of Farwah here is a patch of withered 
vegetation. 


This was the view of Abdur-Razzaq. 
It was also said that it means the face of the earth. 
Then Khidr said to Musa, 
(M) Dieii ii al Ue Un 6 al 


That is the interpretation of those (things) over which 
you could not be patient. 


meaning, ‘this is the explanation of the things 
which you could not put up with or be patient 
with until I took the initiative of explaining them 
to you.' 
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When he explained them and made them clear 
and solved the confusion, he used a milder form 
of the verb, @2«4 (you could). 


When the matter was still confusing and very 
difficult, a more intensive form was used, ais 
Via Ale abd al & dusts (1 will tell you the 
interpretation of (those) things over which you 
were unable to be patient with). (18:78) 


The intensity of the verbal form used reflects the 
intensity of the confusion felt. This is like the 
Ayah: 


> 9 eda Cy I geal Cå 


So they (Ya juj and Ma’ juj) were not able to 
scale it, (18:97) which means ascending to its 
highest point, 


(sh 43} ge Lt Leg 


nor are they able to dig through it (18:97) which 
is more difficult than the former. 


The intensity of the verbal form used reflects the 
difficulty of the action, which has to do with the 
subtleties of meaning. And Allah knows best. 


If one were to ask, what happened to the boy-servant of 
Musa who appears at the beginning of the story but then 


is not mentioned? 


The answer is that the objective of the story is what 


happened between Musa and Al-Khidr. 


Musa's boy-servant was with him, following him. It is 
clearly mentioned in the Sahih Hadiths referred to 
above that he was Yusha’ bin Nun, who was the one 
who became the leader of the Children of Israel after 


Musa, peace be upon him. 
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eSB ee ee ty ery 


18:83 And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. 


Beppe en 


Say: "I shall recite to you something of his story. 
TE ea Aa on « E RET 
Enn T ETE SINE ES 


18:84 Verily, We established him in the earth, and 
We gave him the means of everything. 











Allah says to His Prophet, 
Sigler, 
And they ask you, (O Muhammad), 
OE gae... 
about Dhul-Qarnayn. 
i.e., about his story. 


We have already mentioned how the disbelievers of 
Makkah sent word to the People of the Book and asked 
them for some information with which they could test the 
Prophet. They (the People of the Book) said, ` Ask him 
about a man who traveled extensively throughout the 
earth, and about some young men who nobody knows 
what they did, and about the Ruh (the soul),' then 
Surah Al-Kahf was revealed. 


(AY) SAAN aie fe UF. 


Say: "I shall recite to you something of his story." 
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Dhul-Qarnayn had great Power 


Allah tells, 
. oa 6a Ó 


Verily, We established him in the earth, 


means, ‘We have given him great power, so that 
he had all that kings could have of might, armies, 
war equipment and siege machinery.’ So he had 
dominion over the east and the west, all countries 
and their kings submitted to him, and all the 
nations, Arab and non-Arab, served him. 


Some of them said he was called Dhul-Qarnayn 
(the one with two horns) because he reached the 
two "Horns" of the sun, east and west, where it 
rises and where it sets. 


(A) Gia poi UE Gye lS, 
and We gave him the means of everything. 


Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Sa`id bin Jubayr, Ikrimah, As- 
Suddi, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and others said, 


"This means knowledge." 
Qatadah also said, W= sisè UE ca by (and We gave him 
the means of everything). 
"The different parts and features of the earth." 
Concerning Bilqis, Allah said, 
si US Un Cat ds 
she has been given all things. (27:23), 


meaning all things that monarchs like her are 
given. 


Thus too was Dhul-Qarnayn: 


Allah gave him the means of all things, meaning 
the means and power to conquer all areas, 
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regions and countries, to defeat enemies, 
suppress the kings of the earth and humiliate the 
people of Shirk. He was given all that a man like 
him would need. 


And Allah knows best. 


etry ade 
18:85 So he followed a way. 
Rae Lee eee kee eee 
ie Parra SE re 
18:86 Until, when he reached the setting place of 


the sun, he found it setting in a spring of Hami'ah. 
And he found near it a people. 


evry EWC Os OCIS MO BST RUBEN 


We said: "O Dhul-Qarnayn! Either you punish them 
or treat them with kindness." 


EES ES ere ere Teed gO 
e m 
PA 
18:87 He said: "As for him who does wrong, we 
shall punish him, and then he will be brought back 


unto his Lord, Who will punish him with a terrible 
torment (Hell)." 


o N 434 = = ee ON Wee ct rie ad 
Berney ee eter cry 
18:88 "But as for him who believes and works 
righteousness, he shall have the best reward, and 
we shall speak unto him mild words." 





His traveling and reaching the Place where the Sun sets (the 
West) 


Allah tells, 
aa 
So he followed a way. 


Ibn Abbas said that; 


he followed different routes to achieve what he 
wanted. 


Mujahid said that; 


he followed different routes, east and west. 


According to one report narrated from Mujahid, he said: 
lum (a way), 
means, "A route through the land." 


Qatadah said, 


"It means he followed the routes and landmarks 
of the earth." 


woe alll Aa AG Y Sm 
Until, when he reached the setting place of the sun, 


means, he followed a route until he reached the 
furthest point that could be reached in the 
direction of the sun's setting, which is the west of 
the earth. 


As for the idea of his reaching the place in the sky where 
the sun sets, this is something impossible, and the tales 
told by storytellers that he traveled so far to the west 
that the sun set behind him are not true at all. Most of 
these stories come from the myths of the People of the 
Book and the fabrications and lies of their heretics. 


Ahem pre (ORS A... 
he found it setting in a spring of Hami'‘ah, 
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meaning, he saw the sun as if it were setting in 
the ocean. This is something which everyone who 
goes to the coast can see: it looks as if the sun is 
setting into the sea but in fact it never leaves its 
path in which it is fixed. 


Hami'ah is, according to one of the two views, 
derived from the word Hama'‘ah, which means 
mud. 


This is like the Ayah: 

ost Le Ya ale AGL 
"Tam going to create a man (Adam) from dried 
clay of altered Hama’'h (mud). (15:28), 


which means smooth mud, as we have discussed 
above. 


n Gi aie ayy... 
And he found near it a people. 
meaning a nation. 


They mentioned that they were a great nation 
from among the sons of Adam. 


ay Ga a Cal’ ated of Gal oat pall o GGE... 
(^3) Pei ai GI Ll, Od) os 3 


We (Allah) said (by inspiration): "O Dhul-Qarnayn! Either 
you punish them or treat them with kindness." 


means, Allah gave him power over them and gave 
him the choice: if he wanted to, he could kill the 
men and take the women and children captive, or 
if he wanted to, he could set them free, with or 
without a ransom. His justice and faith became 
apparent in the ruling he pronounced: 


al ye Ú Ja 


He said: "As for him who does wrong, 
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meaning who persists in his Kufr and in 
associating others in worship with his Lord, 


we shall punish him, 
Qatadah said, i.e., by killing him. 
(AY) US Gite Ata a) Me A, 


and then he will be brought back unto his Lord, Who will 
punish him with a terrible torment. 


meaning a severe, far-reaching and painful 
punishment. 


This implies a confirmation of the Hereafter and 
the reward and punishment. 


ve Cal (ya U's 
But as for him who believes, 


meaning ‘who follows us in our call to worship 
Allah Alone with no partner or associate,' 


w., alle Uae’... 
and works righteousness, 
isl el ja 4B 
he shall have the best reward, 
meaning in the Hereafter, with Allah. 
(Aa) ai Gl a I Ui. 
and we (Dhul-Qarnayn) shall speak unto him mild words. 
Mujahid said, 


` (words of) kindness.' 
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Liu aii ai 
18:89 Then he followed (another) way, 
CE CEE Gees A A E o fy a Sate cee á- 
rS A T OE A yA 
PATNA 
18:90 Until, when he came to the rising place of the 


sun, he found it rising on a people for whom We 
(Allah) had provided no shelter against the sun. 


18:91 So (it was)! 


And We knew all about him (Dhul-Qarnayn). 





His Journey Eas 


Allah tells; 


Then he followed (another) way, Until, when he came to 
the rising place of the sun, 


Allah tells us that Dhul-Qarnayn then traveled from the 
west of the earth towards the east. Every time he passed 
a nation, he subjugated the people and called them to 
Allah. If they obeyed him, all well and good, otherwise 
he would humiliate them and take their wealth and 
possessions. From every nation he took what his armies 
needed to fight the next nation. When he reached the 
place where the sun rises, as Allah says, 
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he found it rising on a people, 
meaning a nation, 
(4+) he leis oh ol Bi A. 
for whom We (Allah) had provided no shelter against the 
sun. 


meaning, they had no buildings or trees to cover 
them and shade them from the heat of the sun. 


Qatadah said, 


"It was mentioned to us that they were in a land 
where nothing grew, so when the sun rose they 
would go into tunnels until it had passed its 
zenith, then they would come out to go about 
their daily lives and earn themselves a living." 


(91) eA asa) Ca Gal oe, cls 
So (it was)! 
And We knew all about him. 
Mujahid and As-Suddi said, 


"This means that Allah knew everything about 
him and his army, and nothing was hidden from 
Him, even though they came from so many 
different nations and lands. For, 


slid OV oa! be _ibaile GY 


Truly, nothing is hidden from Allah, in the 
earth or in the heaven. (3:5)" 


TOA he 


18:92 Then he followed (another) way, 
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< Cr an a re eh E 4 á- 
EA AT EAE E TNE 
p ro = oT ea K 

CEON a AOE a 
18:93 Until, when he reached between two 


mountains, he found before them a people who 
scarcely understood a word. 


i p COE pi a pi - @ EAE « ro 
EOE ACT ae WO Ne SEE 
18:94 They said: "O Dhul-Qarnayn! Verily, Ya'juj 

and Ma'juj are doing great mischief in the land. 


ied OF oi Bae Wee as Oe if Ce es Bi cial aera all 

NVA > Wig) Wge Re pie eee rere 
Shall we then pay you a tribute in order that you 
might erect a barrier between us and them" 


D TEBE TATE 
18:95 He said: "That in which my Lord had 
established me is better. 


Z20- of 40-- 0 fero- of o F Gt h ae | i 
CSETE ENE TEE 
So help me with strength, I will erect between you 
and them a barrier." 


ATE Ze a Be ae ee 
Oe OAS ee ah ee oe Sree 
D LARREETAN A 
18:96 "Give me Zubar of iron;" then, when he had 
filled up the gap between the two mountain-cliffs, 
he said: "Blow;" then when he had made them (red 


as) fire, he said: "Bring me Qitran to pour over 
them." 





His Journey to the Land of Ya'juj and Ma'juj, and building 





Allah says of Dhul-Qarnayn: 
(31) a ea 


Then he followed (another) way. Until, when he reached 
between two mountains, 


meaning, he traveled from the east of the earth 
until he reached a place between the two 
mountains which were next to one another with a 
valley in between, from which Ya'juj and Ma'juj 
(Gog and Magog) will emerge into the land of the 
Turks and spread mischief there, destroying crops 
and people. 


Ya'juj and Ma'juj are among the progeny of Adam, 
peace be upon him, as was recorded in the Two Sahihs; 


T GU Asay 

JÅ Cg tay U Ai 

TÓ E Gy U a 

By I A A y i al UE a U ii 

A I 

O) Ja Gia aa 13 US aaas aiall Caig Aai 

TAL g a E Uei i GE G itl aka 

"Allah said: "O Adam." 

Adam said, "Here I am at Your service." 


Allah said, "Send forth the group of Hellfire." 


Adam said, "What is the group of Hellfire?" 
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Allah said: "Out of every thousand, nine hundred 
and ninety-nine will go to Hell and one will go to 
Paradise." 


At that time young men will turn grey and every 
pregnant female will drop her load. Among you 
are two nations who never come to anything but 
they overwhelm it with their huge numbers. 
(They are) Ya'juj and Ma'juj." 


(AY) US ose ONG US Lai 9d Os Ss. 
he found before them a people who scarcely understood 


a word. 


he could not understand their speech, because 
they were so isolated from other people. 


a Ue oal à gaia a galaa g lb G) call 13 G1 Aa 
They said: "O Dhul-Qarnayn! Verily, Ya'juj and Ma'juj 


are doing great mischief in the land. Shall we then pay 
you a tribute" 


Ibn Jurayj reported from Ata' from Ibn Abbas that; 


this meant a great reward, i.e., they wanted to 
collect money among themselves to give to him 
so that he would create a barrier between them 
and Ya'juj and Ma'juj. 

(36) Éa ains Gi á d kE n.. 
in order that you might erect a barrier between 
us and them" 


Dhul-Qarnayn said with kindness, righteousness and 
good intentions, 


ve DE 4d AL UE 


He said: "That in which my Lord had established me is 
better (than your tribute). 
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meaning, the power and authority that Allah has 
given me is better for me than what you have 
collected. 


This is like when Suleiman (Solomon), peace be 
upon him, said: 


Ke Coe fs AM ile Cdk Sy of shall 


Will you help me in wealth What Allah has given 
me is better than that which He has given you! 
(27:36) 


Similarly, Dhul-Qarnayn said: 


“What I have is better than what you want to 
give me, but help me with strength,’ i.e., with 
your labor and construction equipment, 


5 el., 
So help me with strength, 
(aj OR E 
n al sl 


I will erect between you and them a barrier. Give me 
Zubar of iron, 


Zubar is the plural of Zubrah, which means 
pieces or chunks of something. 


This was the view of Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and 
Qatadah. 


These pieces were like bricks or blocks, and it was 
said that each block weighed one Damascene 
Qintar or more. 


a ELAN Gi a Y A. 


then, when he had filled up the gap between the two 
mountain-cliffs, 
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means, he put the blocks on top of one another, 
starting at the bottom, until he reached the tops 
of the mountains, filling the width and height of 
the gap. 


The scholars differed about the precise width and 
height. 


al OE... 
he said: “Blow;” 


means, he lit a fire until the whole thing was 
burning hot. 


„e DGRA Y Ae, 
then when he had made them (red as) fire, 
(43) Oi aiie & af i oil G... 
he said: “Bring me Qitran to pour over them.” 


Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, `krimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and 
As-Suddi said: 


it was copper. 
Some of them added that it was molten. 
This is similar to the Ayah: 
hI cie al i, 


And We caused a fount of Qitran to flow for him. 
(34:12) 


So it resembled a striped cloak. 


AEA EANET E O T 1 ge Bat! Ua 


18:97 So they could not scale it or dig through it. 
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Bae - Y- so- 277 as 2a ” a-o- nA iya 
rE ANNE EIST BE 
w- TS eee: 
AO re eres 
18:98 He said: "This is a mercy from my Lord, but 
when the promise of my Lord comes, He shall 


Dakka’' it down to the ground. And the promise of 
my Lord is ever true. 


Eee 


eee Tee Eee Te eek OE 
Lee ag tend) gual 


18:99 And on that Day, We shall leave some of them 
to surge like waves on one another; and the 
Trumpet will be blown, and We shall collect them 
(the creatures) all together. 


The Barrier restrains Them, but It will be breached when the 
La OENB 


Allah tells us that Ya'juj and Ma'juj could not climb over the 
barrier or penetrate its lower portion. Varying forms of the verb 
are used here in the Arabic text to reflect the difficulty of the 
action referred to. 





So they (Ya'juj and Ma'juj) could not scale it or dig 
through it. 


This indicates that they could not penetrate it or 
dig through it. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Zaynab bint Jahsh, the wife 
of the Prophet said, 


"The Prophet woke from sleep, and he was red in 
the face. 


He said, 
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eo Us egal i al i i ye a all Oy atl UH al} 

Ida Uke & sales sal 
La ilaha illallah! Woe to the Arabs from the evil 
that has approached (them). Today a hole has 


been opened in the barrier of Ya'juj and Ma'juj 
like this. 


and he made a circle with his index finger and 
thumb. I (Zaynab) said, `O Messenger of Allah, 
will we be destroyed even though there will be 
righteous people among us?’ 


He said: 
SAI A Ny ax 
Yes, if evil increases." 


This is a Sahih Hadith, both Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim recorded it. 


gb Gate ia Ji 
(Dhul-Qarnayn) said: "This is a mercy from my Lord..." 
meaning, after it was built by Dhul-Qarnayn. 
fy Bis U8 
He said: This is a mercy from my Lord, 


for the people, when he placed a barrier 
between them and Ya'juj and Ma'juj, to 
stop them from spreading evil and 
corruption on earth. 


vee gt) Seg ele G. 
but when the promise of my Lord comes, 
means, when the true promise comes. 


oS ake 


He shall Dakka’ it down to the ground. 
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means, will make it flat. 


The Arabs use Dakka' to describe a female camel 
whose back is flat and has no hump. 


And Allah says: 


So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He 
made it Dakkan. (7:143) 


meaning, level to the ground. 
(4A) lea 4 Sey OSS... 
And the promise of my Lord is ever true. 
means, it will come to pass without a doubt. 
We shall leave some of them, 


meaning mankind, on that day, the day when the 
barrier will be breached and these people (Ya'juj 
and Ma'juj) will come out surging over mankind 
to destroy their wealth and property. 


1 028 AT yp e's pees LSS 


We shall leave some of them to surge like waves on one 
another; 


As-Suddi said: 
"That is when they emerge upon the people." 


All of this will happen before the Day of 
Resurrection and after the Dajjal, as we will 
explain when discussing the Ayat: 


Chat a UE h pa i A i AG E 1) fe 
GAI EA Ai 
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Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'juj are let loose, and 
they swoop down from every Hadab. And the 
true promise shall draw near... (21:96-97) 


n. gsal Ais... 
and As-Sur will be blown. 


As-Sur, as explained in the Hadith, is a horn that is 
blown into. The one who will blow into it is (the angel) 
Israfil, peace be upon him, as has been explained in the 
Hadith quoted at length above, and there are many 
Hadiths on this topic. 


According to a Hadith narrated from Atiyah from Ibn 
Abbas and Abu Sa`id, and attributed to the Prophet, 


l a a d a i d aay a E 
$ ye) ia 


How can I relax when the one with the Horn has 
put the Horn in his mouth and has knelt down, 
listening out for the command to be given to him? 


They said, "What should we say?" 
He said: 
WSS ail ke USA as tl ha sg 


Say: "Allah is Sufficient for us and the best 
Disposer of affairs, in Allah have we put our 
trust." 


(49) Ga Aaa., 
and We shall collect them (the creatures) all together. 


means, `We shall bring them all together for 
Reckoning.' 


GA oN YU 
ashes es = ay al Ose» e : 
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Say: "(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later 
times. All will surely be gathered together for 
appointed meeting of a known Day. (56:49-50) 


and we shall gather them all together so as to 
leave not one of them behind. (18:47) 


ree ere ee ee 


18:100 And on that Day We shall present Hell to the 
disbelievers, plain to view. 


BE oat eters ae CHWS Cpl 


18:101 (To) those whose eyes had been under a 
covering from My Reminder, and they could not 
bear to hear (it). 


AT Tere R AE ABES AAEE) 
Any) 
18:102 Do then those who disbelieved think that 


they can take My servants as Awliya’ (protectors) 
besides Me! 


bE KE pC EN CP ici 


Verily, We have cea Hell as an entertainment 
for the disbelievers. 





Hell will be displayed before the Disbelievers on the Day o 
Resurrection| 


Allah says: 
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And on that Day We shall present Hell to the 
disbelievers, plain to view. 


Allah tells us what He will do to the disbelievers 
on the Day of Resurrection. He will show Hell to 
them, meaning He will bring it forth for them to 
see its punishment and torment before they enter 
it. This will intensify their distress and grief. 


In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn Mas‘ ud said, 
"The Messenger of Allah said, 
ales US es calle) Call Guetta alll ag SU Beas 
Ss Calf Cy gees 
Hell will be brought forth on the Day of 
Resurrection, pulled by means of seventy 


thousand reins, each of which will be held by 
seventy thousand angels. 


Then Allah says of them: 
ve GOS Ge ole à agel CHS GI 
(To) those whose eyes had been under a covering from 
My Reminder, 


meaning, they neglected it, turning a blind eye 
and a deaf ear to it, refusing to accept guidance 
and follow the truth. 


As Allah says: 

Coo Al sed GUS A Lal Ga SS Ue Uh Oi 
And whosoever turns away blindly from the 
remembrance of the Most Gracious, We appoint 


for him a Shaytan to be a companion for him. 
(43:36) 


And here Allah says: 
(10) Ga Gy pag U1 AS 
and they could not bear to hear (it). 
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meaning, they did not understand the commands 
and prohibitions of Allah. 


Then He says: 
n E ist Go gale | shah ol | 58S Gill Gaal 
Do then those who disbelieved think that they can take 
My servants as Awliya' (protectors) besides Me! 


meaning, do they think that this is right for them 
and that it is going to benefit them! 


Veta agile sh Kis pains Oy AS SS 
Nay, but they will deny their worship of them, 
and become opponents to them. (19:82) 


(\+Y) W538 Gy palSU aig Gated úl... 


Verily, We have prepared Hell as an entertainment for 
the disbelievers. 


Allah says that He has prepared Hell as their 
abode on the Day of Resurrection. 


qe PAE AAO NOE 


18:103 Say: "Shall We tell you the greatest losers in 
respect of (their) deeds!" 


aei y gan ah g GAA ENPE eaten BEET) 


20,3 


Gia U pua 


18:104 "Those whose efforts have been wasted in 
this life while they thought that they were acquiring 
good by their deeds." 
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ee Gap 
STEMA DERAS] 
18:105 “They are mes who deny the Ayat of their 
Lord and the meeting with Him. So their works are 


in vain, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall 
assign no weight for them." 


cole) 9 ear re Serres peace 
ES- 


18:106 "That shall be their recompense, Hell; 
because they disbelieved and took My Ayat and My 
Messengers for jest." 





The Greatest Losers in respect of (Their) Deeds 


Al-Bukhari recorded from Amr that Mus’ ab who said: 


"T asked my father -- meaning Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas -- 
about Allah's saying, 


Say: "Shall We tell you the greatest losers in 
respect of (their) deeds!" 


‘Are they the Haruriyyah?' 


He said, ‘No, they are the Jews and Christians. 


e As for the Jews, they disbelieved in Muhammad, 
and 


e as for the Christians, they disbelieved in Paradise 
and said that there is no food or drink there, and 


e the Haruriyyah are those who break Allah's 
covenant after ratifying it.' 


Sa’ d used to call them Al-Fasiqin (the corrupt). 
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Ali bin Abi Talib, Ad-Dahhak and others said: 
"They are the Haruriyyah," 


so this means, that according to Ali, may Allah be 
pleased with him, this Ayah includes the Haruriyyah 
just as it includes the Jews, the Christians and others. 


This does not mean that the Ayah was revealed 
concerning any of these groups in particular; it is more 
general than that, because the Ayah was revealed in 
Makkah, before the Qur'an addressed the Jews and 
Christians, and before the Khawarij existed at all. 


So the Ayah is general and refers to everyone who 
worships Allah in a way that is not acceptable, thinking 
that he is right in doing that and that his deeds will be 
accepted, but he is mistaken and his deeds will be 
rejected, as Allah says: 

mali Alle 


Aula Í Ú b 

Some faces, that Day will be humiliated. 

Laboring, weary. They will enter in the hot blazing 

Fire. (88:2-4) 

{fie GU SLA ae ua she Led ad 

And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, 

and We shall make such deeds as scattered 
floating particles of dust. (25:23) 

cia ale (fetal) Aas Baby of pS HLT IS Dall 

(hs Shad Al scl 1Y 

As for those who disbelieved, their deeds are like 

a mirage in a desert. The thirsty one thinks it to 


be water, until he comes up to it, he finds it to be 
nothing. (24:39) 


And in this Ayah Allah says: 
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Say: "Shall We tell you..." 
meaning, © Shall We inform you;' 
(Ye) Weel Gy SOL 
the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds. 
Then Allah explains who they are, and says: 
„a Ball sta (gf ages Une yl 
Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life, 


meaning, they did deeds that do not count, deeds 
that are not in accordance with the prescribed 
way that is acceptable to Allah. 
() +) Che Gy sated ag Opie ay... 
while they thought that they were acquiring good by 
their deeds. 


means, they thought that there was some basis 
for their deeds and that they were accepted and 
loved. 


ve ABLEYs Bey GL | 5’ 8S Gall GF 
They are those who deny the Ayat of their Lord and the 
meeting with Him. 


they denied the signs of Allah in this world, the 
proofs that He has established of His Oneness and 
of the truth of His Messengers, and they denied 
the Hereafter. 


pele oss 
So their works are in vain, 
(1 +5) Wy Mala a's el pl UB 


and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no 
weight for them. 
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means, ‘We will not make their Balance heavy 
because it is empty of any goodness. ' 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: 


ai) Se oj ULGA a ddl aali UAS alt ayy 
ARS Ole BOE, Le gt ole 
Wis Ala og ol A UG 


A huge fat man will come forward on the Day of 
Resurrection and he will weigh no more than the 
wing of a gnat to Allah. Recite, if you wish: 


and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall 
assign no weight for them. 


It was also recorded by Muslim. 


| WS Wy ee p55 a 
That shall be their recompense, Hell; because they 


disbelieved, 


means, ‘We will punish them with that because 
of their disbelief and because they took the signs 
and Messengers of Allah as a joke, mocking them 
and disbelieving them in the worst way.’ 


(VA) ISA Ms TASH 
and took My Ayat and My Messengers for jest." 


neat ea Poon AP Cal is) 
eyes") 


18:107 "Verily, those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, shall have the Gardens of Al-Firdaws for 
their entertainment." 
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Ee oe oe 2 ee ee 
E Err ET D RTEA 


18:108 “Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No 
desire will they have for removal therefrom." 








The Reward of the Righteous Believers 


Allah says: 
Wh Cy ga all Gulag agl cá aial | ghac y l gel l GO 
()+Y) 
"Verily, those who believe and do righteous deeds, shall 


have the Gardens of § Al-Firdaws for their 
entertainment." 


Allah tells us about His blessed servants, those 
who believed in Allah and His Messengers and 
accepted as truth what the Messengers brought. 


He tells us that they will have the Gardens of Al- 
Firdaws (Paradise). 


Abu Umamah said, 
"Al-Firdaws is the center of Paradise." 
Qatadah said, 


"Al-Firdaws is a hill in Paradise, at its center, the 
best of it." 


This was also narrated from Samurah and attributed to 
the Prophet, 


(ely Gh SMG Li Sal 
Al-Firdaws is a hill in Paradise, at its center, the 
best of it. 


A similar report was narrated from Qatadah from Anas 
bin Malik, and attributed to the Prophet. 


All of the preceding reports were narrated by Ibn Jarir, 
may Allah have mercy on him. 
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The following is in the Sahih, 
Aaa fy AG Ted ASL Cys’ gal pall 5 flit AA) at tt, 1) 
AG UA adi dies Adal 
If you ask Allah for Paradise, then ask Him for Al- 
Firdaws, for it is the highest part of Paradise, in 


the middle of Paradise, and from it spring the 
rivers of Paradise. 


uw (entertainment), 
means offered to them as hospitality. 
Wherein they shall dwell (forever). 
means, they will stay there and never leave. 
(+A) Ua tee OAS UL. 
No desire will they have for removal therefrom. 


means, they will never choose or want anything 
else. 


This Ayah tells us how much they love and desire 
it, even though one might imagine that a person 
who is to stay in one place forever would get tired 
and bored of it. But Allah tells us that despite this 
eternal stay, they will never choose to change or 
move from where they are. 


E CHP O TCI SERIES PARIS: 
(ee a ee 


18:109 Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of 
my Lord, surely, the sea would be exhausted before 
the Words of my Lord would be finished, even if We 
brought like it for its aid." 
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The Words of the Lord can never be finished 


Allah says: 


cet GIS Gi oj Ja fal gid 1) SHUNT Fla a) GIS “ol i 
minaaa 


Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, 
surely, the sea would be exhausted before the Words of 
my Lord would be finished, even if We brought like it for 
its aid." 


Allah says: `Say, O Muhammad, if the water of 
the sea were ink for a pen to write down the 
words, wisdom and signs of Allah, the sea would 
run dry before it all could be written down. 


even if We brought like it. 


means, another sea, then another, and so on, 
additional seas to be used for writing. The Words 
of Allah would still never run out. 


As Allah says: 


odes Oe OMe aNg A Ba Ue Ue ALE “T 

ase “ja je all Cy at) Gl Gai AY dak 
And if all the trees on the earth were pens and 
the sea (were ink), with seven seas behind it to 
increase it, yet the Words of Allah would not be 
exhausted. Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 
(31:27) 


Ar-Rabi* bin Anas said, 


"The parable of the knowledge of all of mankind, 
in comparison to the knowledge of Allah, is that of 
a drop of water in comparison to all of the 
oceans." 


Allah revealed that: 
cet CANS ái Go) US a SD Fy) URIS Vole “es GIS “sh i 
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Say: "If the sea were ink for the Words of my Lord, 
surely, the sea would be exhausted before the Words of 
my Lord would be finished, 


Allah says that even if those oceans were ink for 
the Words of Allah, and all the trees were pens, 
the pens would be broken and the water of the 
sea would run dry, and the Words of Allah would 
remain, for nothing can outlast them. For no one 
can comprehend the greatness of Allah or praise 
Him as He deserves to be praised, except the One 
Who praises Himself. 


Our Lord is as He says He is and He is beyond 
what we can Say. 


The blessings of this world, the beginning and end 
of it, in comparison to the blessings of the 
Hereafter, are like a mustard seed compared to 
the entire world. 


cE Se Ds Pe Page DE 
a 
ENA 


18:110 Say: "I am only a man like you. It has been 
revealed to me that your God is One God. So 
whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let 
him work righteousness and associate none as a 
partner in the worship of his Lord." 








Muhammad is a Human Being and a Messenger, and the God 
is One 


Allah says to His Messenger Muhammad, 
Say, 


to these idolators who reject your message to 
them, 
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wo Re ah UF 
Iam only a man like you. 


Whoever claims that I am lying, let him bring 
something like this that I have brought. For I did 
not know the Unseen, the matters of the past 
which you asked me about and I told you about, 
the story of the people of the Cave and of Dhul- 
Qarnayn, stories which are true -- I did not know 
any of this except for what Allah made known to 
me. And I tell you, 


GH. 
It has been revealed to me, 
a Sel) GH. 
that your God, 
Who calls you to worship Him, 
alg Al. 
is One God, 
with no partner or associate. 
A cll ep OS Od .., 
So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
i.e., hopes for a good reward and recompense, 
let him work righteousness, 


meaning, in accordance with the prescribed laws 
of Allah, 


00e) E O Ga i U... 
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and associate none as a partner in the worship of his 
Lord. 


This is what is meant by seeking the pleasure of Allah 
alone with no associate or partner. These are the two 
basic features of acceptable deeds: their intent is for the 
sake of Allah alone, and are done in accordance with the 
way of the Messenger of Allah. 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Mahmud bin Labid said that 
the Messenger of Allah said: 


Saai E i le GGG Ca gal G 
What I fear the most for you is the small Shirk." 


They said: What is the small Shirk, O Messenger 
of Allah!" 


He said, 
celal 
cl Ls pelos Gull Ge IY Salat! g's Sl Ugh 
Aie oii Ua RIG LD 8 Ost AS Gal 
Sel he 
Showing off (Ar-Riya’). 


Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection, when 
the people are rewarded or punished for their 
deeds, "Go to the one for whom you were 
showing off in the world and see if you will find 
any reward with him." 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Sa‘id bin Abi Fadalah 
Al-Ansari, who was one of the Companions, said: 


"I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 

aah Ci U pa Sea a'gal Ce AUN, Call al Qe 13) 

ith Kal oi Alec ec ost ot yal US Un úh saú 
TÉ oe E AEN ail i E de aA 
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Allah will gather the first and the last on the Day 
of Resurrection, the Day concerning which there 
is no doubt. A voice will call out, "Whoever used 
to associate anyone with Allah in the deeds which 
he did, let him seek his reward from someone 
other than Allah, for Allah is the least in need of 
any partner or associate. 


It was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn 
Majah. 


This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Kahf. Praise be to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists. 


heegeessetd 
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